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LETTERS 



Dear Sisters, 

We were moved and spirited by your 
article, 'Whither Weatherman/ It was 
the deepest piece of dialectical thought 
to come out in the people's press in a 
long time, and one of the most richly 
constructive - both in the general qual¬ 
ity of its supportive-critical stance and 
in the specifics of its concrete sug¬ 
gestions on how to move out of the 
struggle-perspective it lays out. 

Honest, rational criticism within our 
movement is one of the most powerful 
weapons we have tn a period when the 
enemy lies so brazenly in his ads, in his 
addresses to the nation, in his cam¬ 
paigns, and in his bedroom 

The reaction of most brothers and 
many sisters has been to respond to the 
barrage of pig salesmen with our coun¬ 
ter- pitch, pushing our war vs, THEIR 
war, our justice vs. theirs. This isn't all 
wrong insofar as our war IS better than 

theirs, our iustice realer, etc.We 

are better and realer though BECAUSE 
our commitment is to continuous 
growth and our vision is of the total 
GLOBAL release of human potential. 
Selling ourselves, our actions, our move¬ 
ment accomplishes exactly what adver¬ 
tising in general achieves - not the 
triumph of the better over the lesser 
product, but simply the addiction to 
consumption. If we are a movement to 
be consumed by folks instead of partki’ 
pated in and built by them we won't 
win the war or the revolution to follow. 

The pfescrlplion that the way to 
0 ^ v;’ dTfcrcnt 

tcyeis moving towards a common aim ot 
popular organizing and uprising, nour¬ 
ishing each other*s work by example 
and effect rather than debate is realistic, 
given the different rates at which peo¬ 
ple's situations and consciousness moves 
them to change. 

Your understanding of the Tupa- 
maro's politics was the first instance 
we’ve seen where someone actually got 
through all the Tighl-ons' and under¬ 
stood the difference between their stra¬ 
tegic basis for constructing action and 
Weatherman's, 

The 'fifth column' politics of des¬ 
troying Amerikkka with or without a 
domestic revolution for the sake of our 
third world sisters and brothers is a 
betrayal of all of us here who are 
oppressed and have lives to win. It is 
‘also futile, however tempting, because 
we are further from the possibility of 
deeply harming Amerikkkan power with 
a purely para-military apparatus than we 
are from building a movement of for 
and by the peopl to take it and remake 
it. Both at times seem very far away, 
but the vision of your article made 
tomorrow {usi a little closer for us out 
here in mid-country where the rhetoric 
of the movement and its rationales for 
sabotage arc still a foreign language. 

Deep feelings of Love, 
The St. Louis Collevtive 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters: 

We in St* Louis would like you to 
know about the vicious repression the 
Feds are laying on our movement here. 
We know it's coming down everywhere, 
but whaLs happening here may have 
heavy impact on tlie entire movement, 
and it just hasn't been publicized (part 
of the plot). 

Last spring, the aiiti-war forces at 
Washington University suceeded in des¬ 
troying two ROTC buildings, the second 
coming on May 5, after Cambodia and 
Kent State. Three thousand of us acted 
in unison to off the most repressive 
structure on campus; It didn't take long 
for both the St. Louis County and the 
Federal pigs to come down hard. Seven 
brothers were indicted by the Feds over 
the summer. Three were charged under 
the 1968 Civil Rights Act, which is what 
they tried to get the Chicago Eight and 
some of the Weatherpeople on* It's a 
possible five-year rap. The other four 
were charged with, among other things, 
violating the old WW II anti-sabotage 
act* which has been invoked only twice 
before. They face anywhere between 30 
and 70years in prison. 

' The first of tlie seven trials is over. 
Howard Medianic was convicted of vio¬ 
lating the Civil Riglits Act and sen¬ 
tenced to five years* There was no 
evidence* but that didn't matter. He was 
found guilty because of his movement 
politics and his life-styie. Mechanic was 
thu^ the first person h be c^waed by 
this fascist iaw\ whic': now means an 
open road ahead for .Attorney General 
Mitchell* J, Edpr Hoover, and the other 
Justice Dept. pigs. From now on, those 
everywhere in the country who oppose 
the war may be suppressed to protect 
the '.'ivil rtghifi’ of unpenalisi 
makers, The Feds have chosen Si, Louis 
as a test case, knowing that it provides 
an Ideal climate for repression, and so 
far they've suceeded. 

We have six more trials coming up 
between now and February, not to 
mention the many local cases, and the 
outlook is depressing and frightening* We 
are isolated in a hostile environment, 
and we’re trying desperately to build up 
political and financial support for our 
brothers who are being arbitrarily 
ripped off. Our commimiiy is small and 
we face great odds. 

The juries, if we go by the Mechanic 
case, are made up of staid, conservative, 
over-4t) type middle-Americans who are 
liorrified more by the destruction of a 
building than the devastation of the 
Vietnamese people. The type who res¬ 
pond with apprtival to every violent 
assault on us by the Nixons and Ag“ 
news. And the three Federal judges in 
St. Louis who are trying these cases 
have long been known as “hanging jud¬ 
ges'. They Ye just as baital as Judge 
HofTinan, but unfortunately they Ye not 
as stupid. 

To make things worse, there has been 
a complete suspension of civil liberties 
at Washington University since March 
24* when a Temporary Restraining Or¬ 
der was issued — preventing any activity 
tliat might be construed as interfering 
with the “normal' functioning of the 
University. The Restraining Order has 
become a pcmianent injunction. Many 
brothers and sisters have been busted 
tor contempt of court under it. 

We wanted to get this info out to 
you hccatrse it is of urgent importance 
for the w4iole movement. What is liap- 
pening in Si. Louis may signal a new 
wave of repression throughouT the coun¬ 
try. The struggle has ju.st begun! 

Peace after the revoluiion! 

New Morning Messengers 
St. Louis. Mo. 



Recently I was busted. I'm not going 
to say how, when, why or where be¬ 
cause anything I say may incriminate 
me, (not tfiat it matters cause the pigs 
will lie thru their teeth anyway). After 
my trial I'll explain in detail what 
happened. It's really incredible. 

Anyway 1 learned a few things that 
rd like to relate to my sisters as soon as 
possible. 

It's extremely middle-class and naive 
to think that you can demand to be a 
witness to an injustice being perpetrated 
against some black brothers by the pigs. 

The most you can do is copy down their 
badge numbers, without them seeing 
you,But you know nothing will happen. 

They don't like witnesses. 

If you insist on being a "good citi¬ 
zen", like they taught you in 9th grade 
social studies your bound to get arrested 
so, don't carry anything i.e. address 
book, pad with notes etc. because 
they’ll try and link you up with any¬ 
thing they can. Remember its really 
important to them to say they caught 
another "mad Bomber". DO CARRY 
some sort of LD.. Without LD. they can 
keep ^ someone testifies ^ • 

as to who you are. 

If you get arrested don’t say ANY¬ 
THING except your name, address, and 
where you are employed. I made the ! 
mistake of coming on really stupid and 
apolitical, which only led them to be¬ 
lieve that I may be terrified into giving 
them all sorts of information. They may 
have interrogated me anyway, bit if 
they had thought from the start that I 
knew my rights and wasn't about to say ; 
a word they wouldn't have hasseled me | 
so much. 

Remember they're gonna try every 
scare tactic in the book to make you 
talk. No matter how insignificant the 
information they want it, names, ! 
organizations, anything. They'll lie to 
you, make it sound like you're in real 
serious trouble, and trump up the 
charges. One hour they'll come on like 
your father and the next hour they'll 
treat you like you ought to be executed. 

Even if some of the pigs seem kinda nice 
remember if told to they'll get up on 
the stand and make-up a complete lie 
about what happened. 

It's really scary but it's nothing you I 
can't handle, Remember justice is re- | 
served for the ruling class. So be cool,we 
are living in a police state. 

ALL POWER TO THE IMPRISONED 
BROTHERS AND SISTERS 
P,S. Love from an Ex-Brownie 
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RP^A friend just told me that If you 
to^a witness for someone get their 
names and go to their arraignment at 


100 Center St. the next day. 

bust on Hov 1st (see last Ret) still 
need help organising their defense.Thei 
lawyers expect a date for a possible 
arraignment and Inditement to be set 
within the next three weeks* Call 
-4460L 
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7 'hls is a comirni/iicu^ioft Jhr our friends, WWi? // tn th^is^ in the underground media we fee! closest to. 
So we need your help in fin ulathtg it ft v SL'niltnn ii to alt the underground and college new*spapers in yotirarea. ff 
you wan t io. fto td a press iginferem^ about this. 

There have been sevem! slatemeuis that have appeared recently, claimhig to he ftrm the Weather 
underground. The article that appeured in Oiicago elaititing to hare been from someone involved in the second 
bombing of the Hay market pig statue is not actiuraie or fnm anyone we can identify- Likewise, the statement 
that appeared in Berkeley last Thursday, signed Bernadinc. did not come from us. 

At one time we thought that it didn*l mat ter if people sent out false communiques, as that would confuse 
the enemy. But now it scents that thLs is not a good lactic. It undercut,^ our abilit}' to be clear about w/io we are 
and what we are doing: it makes it more difficult to struggle with people with whom we may have differences. We 
may be able to help others avoid mistakes have made. So wiii probahtv indicate if a statement is false and 
we II try to be clear abrnit aiithentiLating ours. 




December 6 1970 

This communication does not accompany a bombing or a specific 
action. We want to express ourselves to the mass movement not as 
military leaders, but as tribes at council. It has been nine months since 
the townhouse explosion. In that time, the future of our revolution has 
been changed decisively. A growing illegal organization of young 
women and men can live and fight and love inside Babyfon. The FBI 
can't catch us; we've pierced their budet-proof shield. But the 
townhouse forever destroyed our belief that armed struggle is the only 
real revolutionary struggle. 


Two weeks before the townhouse explosion, four members of 
this group had firebombed Judge Murtagh's house in New York as an 
action of support for the Panther 21, whose trial was just beginning. To 
many people this was a very good action. Within the group, however, 
the feeling developed that because this action had not done anything to 
hurt the pigs materially it wasn't very important. So within two weeks 
time, this group had moved from firebomhing to anti-personnel bombs. 
Many people in the collective did not want to he involved in the large 
scale, almost random bombing offensive that was planned. But they 
struggled day and night and eventually, everyone agreed to do their 
part. 


At the end, they believed and acted as if only those who die are 
proven revolutionaries. Many people had been argued into doing 
something they did not believe in, many had not slept for days. 
Personal relationships were full of guilt and fear. The group had spent 
so much time willing themselves to act that they had not dealt with the 
basic technological considerations of safety. They had not considered 
the future: either what to do with the bombs if it had not been 
possible to reach their targets, or what to do in the following days. 

This tendency to consider onlv bombings or pickirrg up the gun 
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rtsk calling rafties and demonstrations, to convince4hat mass actions 
against the war and in support of rebellions do make a difference. Only 
acting openly, denouncing Nixon, Agnew and Mitchell, and sharing our 
numbers and wisdom with ^gung sisters and bf-t^her^ wi" 

5,47. '‘7 Ui- at Kent Stete. t 7-3:- 0^ 

5 -C,ve^ Ear S't 2-7 after the of ^ortn 

Vietnam 

The deaths of three friends ended our military conception of 
what we are doing. It took us weeks of careful talking to rediscover our 
roots, to remember that we had been turned-on to the possibilities of 
revolution by denying the schools, the jobs, the death relationships we 
were ''educated" for. We went back to how we had begun living with 
groups of friends and found that this revolution could leave intact the 
enslavement of women if women did not fight to end and change it, 
together. And marijuana and LSD and little money and awakening to 
the black revolution, the people of the world. Unprogramming 
ourselves, relearning Amerikan Itistory. The first demonstration we 
joined; the first time we tried to convince our friends. In the wake of 
the townhouse we found that we didn't know much about each others' 
pasts - our talents, our interests, our differences. 

We had all come together around the militancy of young white 
people determined to reject racism and U.S. exploitation of the third 
world. Because we agreed that an underground must be built, we were 
able to disappear an entire organization within hours of the explosion. 
But it was clear that more had been wrong with our direction than 
technical inexperience (always install a safety switch so you can turn it 
off and on and a light to indicate if a shr^rt circuit exists). 

Diana, Teddy and Terry had been in SDS for years. Diana and 
Teddy had been teachers and both spent weeks with the Vietnamese in 
Cuba. Terry had been a community organizer in Cleveland and at Kent; 
Diana had worked in Guatamala. They fought in the Days of Rage in 
Chicago. Everyone was angered by the murder of Fred Hampton. 
Because their collective began to define armed struggle as the only 
legitimate form of revolutionary action, they did not believe that there 
was any revolutionary motion among white youth. It seemed like hlack 
and third world people were going up against Amerikan imperialism 
alone. 
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understood and acted upon. We found that the alternative direction 
already existed among us and had been developed within other 
:ui tcr'ves. We became aware itiat ^ p yf - 
from the : 7 ^ * i: . -ir .3 7 77 77 : ■ r : - 

cannot develop strategies that g'Civ v: : 7 ,7 : 7 : .* 

have become "us" and "them". 

It was a question of revolutionary culture. Either you saw the 
youth culture that has been developing as bourgeois or decadent and 
therefore to be treated as the enemy of the revolution, or you saw it as 
the forces which produced us, a culture that we were a part of, a young 
and unformed society (nation). 



In the past months we have had our minds blown by the 
possibilities that exist for all of os to develop the movement so that as 
revolutionaries we change and shape the cultural revolution.We are in a 
position to change it for the better. Men who are chauvinists can 
change and become revolutionaries who no longer embrace any part of 
the culture that stands in the wav of the freedom of women. Hippies 
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that in Vietnam strong liberated women and men live and fight. Not as 
abstract guerrilla fighters, slugging it out with U.S. imperialism in 
Southeast Asia, but as people with values and loves and parents and 
children and hopes for the future. 

People like Thai, a fighter in the Peoples Liberation Armed 
Farces who was in Hue during Tet and at Hamburger Hilt a year later, 
»or Than Tra, an organizer in the mass women's organization and the 
students' movement in the cities, who had not seen her lover in nine 
years. They travelled for a month to come to Cuba to meet with us, to 
sing and dance and explain how it is in Vietnam. There is nothing 
brutal or macho about guns and bombs in their hands. We can't help 
thinking that if more people knew about them, the anti-war movement 
would never have allowed Nixon and Agnew to travel to so many cities 
during the past election with only the freaks in Kansas State and the 
people of &n Jose to make our anger at his racism known to the 
world. 

The hearts of our people are in a good place. Over the past 
months, freaks and hippies and a lot of people in the movement have 
begun to dig in for a long winter. Kent and Augusta and Jackson 
brought to all of us a coming of age, a seriousness about how hard it 
will be to fight in Amerika and how long it will take us to won, We are 
all beginning to figure out what the Cubans meant when they told us 
about the need for new men and new women. 

People have been experimenting with everything about their 
lives, fierce against the ways of the white man. They have learned how 
to survive together in the poisoned cities and how to live on the road 
and the land. They've moved to the country and found new ways to 
bring up free wild children. People have purified themselves with 
organic food, fought for sexual liberation, grown long hair. People have 
reached out to each other and learned that grass and organic 
consciousness-expanding drugs are weapons of the revolution. Not 
mandatory for everyone, not a gut-check, but a tool - a Yaqui way of 
knowledge. But while we sing of drugs the enemy knows how great a 


The women and men in jails are POWs held by the United States. 
When an Amerikan pilot is shot down while bombing North Vietnam¬ 
ese villages, he is often surrounded by thousands of people who have 
just seen their family and homes destroyed by the bombs he was 
delivering. Yet the man is not attacked and killed by the Vietnmaen 
but is cared for as a prisoner. Nixon is now waging a fast ditch moral 
crusade around the treatment of these Amerikan war criminals to 
justify all his impending atrocities. > 


The demonstrations and strikes following the rape of Indochina 
and the murders at Jackson and Kent last May showed real power and 
made a strong difference. New people were reached and involved and 
the government was put on the defensive. This month the bombings 
could have touched off actions expressing our fury at double-talking 
Laird and his crew - war research and school administrators and 
travelling politicians are within reach of our leaflets, our rallies, our 
rocks. Womens liberation groups can find in Nguyen Tbi Binh a 
sister for whom there is love and support here. Her proposals for peace 
must be explained and Bloody Dick's plans to use more bombers to 
replace the GIs who are refusing to fight exposed as the escalation and 
genocide it is. Vietnamization Indianization limited duration protective 
reaction suppressive fire horseshit. It seems that we sometimes forget 
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and students who fear black power should check out Rap Brown's Die 
Nigger Die and George Jackson's writings.We can continue to liberate 
and subvert attempts to rip off the culture. People become revolution¬ 
aries in the schools, in the army, in prisons, in communes and on the 
streets. Not in an underground cell. 


Because we are fugitives, we could not go near the Movement. 
That proved to be a blessing because we've been everywhere else. We 
meet as many people as we can with our new identities; we've watched 
the TV news of our bombings with neighbors and frieods who don't 
know that we're Weatherpeople. We ace often afraid but we take our 
fear for granted now, not trying to act tough. What we once thought 
would have to be same zombie-type discipline has turned out to be a 
yoga of alertness, a heightned awareness of activities and vibrations 
around us - almost a new set of eyes and ears. 


Even though we have not communicated about ourselves 
specifically before this, our actions have said much about where our 
heads are at. We have obviously not gone in for large scale material 
damage. Most of our acttoos have hurt the enemy on about the same 
military scale as a bee sting. But the political effect against the enemy 
has been devastating. The world knows that even the white youth of 
Babylon will resort to force to bring down imperialism. 


The attacks on the Marin County Court House and the Long 
Island City Jail were because we believe that the resistance and political 
t-it i ^ tv.:r..n ;ne priuos ananas imniarirato ane 

mass support from young people. For all the George Jacksons, Afeni 
Shakurs and potential revolutionaries In these jails, the movement is 
the lifeline. They rebelled expecting massive support from outside. 

Demonstrations in support of prison revolts are a major 
responsibility of the movement, but someone must call for them, put 
out the leaflets, convince people that it is a priority. We are so used to 
feeling powerless that we believe pig propaganda about the death of the 
movement, or some bad politics about rallies being obsolete and 
bullshit. A year ago, when Bobby Seaie was ripped-off in Chicago and 
the movement didn't respond, it made it easier for the pigs to murder 
Fred Hampton. Now two Puerto Ricans have been killed by the pigs in 
the New York jails, in retaliation for the prioner rebellion. What we do 
or don't do makes a difference. 


It will require courage and close families of people to do this 
organizing. Twos and threes is not a good form for anything — it won't 
put out a newspaper, organize a conference on the war, or do an armed 
action without getting caught. Our power is that together we'are 
mobile, decentralized, flexible and we come into every home where 
there are children who catch the music of freedom and life. 


threat our youtii culture is to their rule, and they employ their allies - 
the killer-drugs (smack end speed) - to paci^ and destroy young 
people. No revolution can succeed without the youth, and we face that 
possibility if we don't meet this threat. 


Many of these changes have been pushed forward by women 
both in collectives with men and in all womens' collectives. The 
enormous energy of sisters working together has not only transformed 
the movement internally, hut when it moves out it is a movement that 
confuses and terrifies Amerika. When asked about the sincerity of 
Mme. Binh's proposals Ky says, "Never trust a woman in politics." The 
pigs refuse to believe that women can write a statement or build a 
sophisticated explosive device or fight in the streets. But while we have 
seen the potential strength of thousands of women marching, it is now 
up to revolutionary women to take the lead to call militant 
demonstrations, to organize young women, to carry the Viet Cong flag, 
to make it hard for Nixon and Ky to travel around the country ranting 
about POWs the same day that hundreds of women are being tortured 
in the prisons of south Vietnam. 


People are farming new families. Collectives have sprung up from 
Seattle to Atlanta, Buffalo to Vermont, and they are units of people to 
trust each other both to live together and to organize and fight 
together. The revolution involves oor whole lives; we aren't part-time 
soldiers or secret revolutionaries. It is our closeness and the integration 
of our personal lives with our revolutionary work that will make it hard 
for undercover pigs to infiltrate our collectives. It's one thing for pigs 
I to go to a few meetings, even meetings of a secret cell. It's much harder 
I for them to live in S family for long without being detected. 


One of the most important things that has changed since people 
! began working in collectives is the idea of what leadership is. People - 
and especially groups of sisters - don't want to follow academic 
ideologues or authoritarians. From Fidel's speeches and Ho's poems 
we've understood how leaders grow out of being deeply in touch with 
movements. From Crazy Horse and other great Indian chiefs we've 
learned that . people who respect their tribe and its needs are followed, 
freely and with love. The Lakotas laughed at the whites' appointing 
one man to be chief of all the Lakota tribes, as if people wouldn't still 
go with whichever leader they thought was doing the right thing! 









It's up ta us to tell women in Amerika about Mme. Binb in Paris; 
about Pham Thi Quyen, fighter in the Saigon underground and wife of 
Nguyen Van Trot; about Mme. Nguyen Thi Dinh, leader of the first 
South Vietnamese Peoples Liberation Armed Forces unit uprising in 
Ben Tre in 1961; about Celia Sanchez and Heidi Santamaria who 
fought a Moncada and in the Havan underground; about -Bernadette 
Devlin and Leila Khaled and Lolita Lebrun; and about Joan Bird and 
Afeni Shakur, and Mary Moylan here. 


WEATHER. 




We can't wait to organize people until we get ourselves together. 

any more than we can act without being together. They must go on at 

the same time. None of these changes that people are going through are 

rules and principles. We are in many different regions of the country 

and are building different kinds of leaders and organizations. It's not 

coming together into one organization, or paper structure of factions 

or coalitions. It's a New Nation that will grow out of the struggles of 

the next year. j j 

Weather Underground 

Bernadine Dohrn 

(thumborint) 
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This IS a letter from the underground Many 
comrades do not understand how we live and fit 
into the revolution. They believe that people have 
to go underground if they intend to do certain 
kinds of revolutionary work. In fact, people 
should go underground only if they become too 
hot. Armed struggle is not limited only to fugi^ 
lives. We live very much like you, except we are 
more careful about being busted. A pig invented 
the story that we tell strangers who we are and ask 
for asylum. We are the freaks who just rented the 
apartment next to yours or who asked you for a 
place to crash last week. We have changed our 
appearance, worked up a set of ID, and figured out 
ways to earn bread- We have many new friends. 
They think of us as very happy freaks who relate 
to the revolution. Which is true. There are many 
people we miss. We have to be terribly selective 
about contacting old friends and telling new 
friends our identity. 

In a few months, we hope to get into armed 
struggle. That depends on our relationships with 
those closest to us. Our ability to do things right is 
tc::' d product of c jr r? ifics tb-:; r^l^TiVvv 
: d. t a'^rihing e.Sc. 

struggle lo transform ourselvei into the revolu- 
tronarres we want to be has centered on combating 
our male chauvinism — in both the men and 
women among us. 
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of armed show that the revolu¬ 

tion is about liberation {like springing Timothy 
Leary from jail) and that will contribute to the 
ongoing work of the communities we move among 
(the way the Fall Offensive related to struggles at 
places like Santa Barbara and Seattle and Queens). 
Sometimes talking about the relation of the 
underground to the overwound obscures that 
relationship'by making fugitives seem very strange 
and distant. For example, the fantasy that the 
underground has to rely on the overground for 
information on what is happening in Amerika. For 
example, the fantasy that being underground 
means separation from the people. When we were 
'organizers,” we rapped but seldom listened and 
we too often judged our relation to the poepic by 
the number of leaflets we had passed out Now, 
for the first time, we truly are part of our 
community. 

Our freak mobile life style has enabled us lo see 
the country. We have found no place, no city or 
town where kids aren't beginning, in however 
small a way, to define their lives in terms of the 
revolution. Usually it starts with music and dope, 
but most kids don't see this as an end in itself. 
Everywhere, communities are developing, with 
new institutions for food, medicine, housing, 
transportation, and people are seeing each other as 
ihcir family and the revolution as ihcir life. This is 
a mass movement. A large number of kids come 
from middle class families, but the new commun¬ 
ities also cut class lines. The working class is not 
monolithic. About half of it is youth and, as the 
alternative becomes more real, they are relating 
more to other youth than lo their jobs. Repression 
is beginning to come down on the while move¬ 
ment. Far from crushing the movement, it 
bringing us closer together. Communities are arm 
ing themselves for self-defense and off of th 
repression peoplele understand more clearly our 



common cause with the black and brown commun¬ 
ities, the Vietnamese and people fighting the 
Amerikan pig the world over. Freak life style arose 
from the privilege of white middle class Amerika. 
But its most important qualities, transformation of 
people and building communities, are the strenghts 
we need to resist repression. 


The union of politics and culture is a move to the 
left. We never gave up on internationalism when 
we became freaks. On the other hand, we feel that 
many comrades have not reacted in a revolu¬ 
tionary manner to recent events. We are parti¬ 
cularly upset by the attitude shown by our sisters 
who wrote WHITHER WEATHERMAN? in the 
last issue of RAT. They say that white kids canT 
relate to blowing up the offices of the internation¬ 
al oil cartel. They ignore what the appearance of 
Bernardine and Angela and Kathy and Susan on 
the FBI Most Wanted list means for women's 
liberation. They do not acknowledge the enorm¬ 
ous ideological, human growth achieved in the last 
6 months by the sisters and brothers of Weather¬ 
man and talk about that organization as though 
this were October 1969. 
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have to go very slowly arid not make a cevolutton 
yet because we might offend the white working 
class of Amerika. We have been operating from the 
analysis that the centra, political fact for us is tbit 
.e it the bei^y of the vastest, most vicious 
imperialist monster the world has seen. Amerika is 
the center of a dying empire — dying not of its 
own weight, but because Third World revolution¬ 
aries are heroically killing it. When we consider the 
struggles being waged against U.S. imperialism (in 
Jordan, the ghettos of our cities, and all of 
Indochina — to name a few), we find that it is a 
very white perspective that cautions us to abandon 
armed revolution and wait for conditions here to 
match some preconceived model. We know our 
allies in this country because we see them in 
motion. We see longshoremen beating our people, 
and we know that these longshoremen are notour 
allies. We see hardhats excluding blacks from their 
unions, and we draw the same conclusion. We 
relate to those workers who relate to bringing 
down the monster. We do not try to ingratiate 
I ourselves with white workers by stressing only the 
oppression that they experience. Revolutionaries 
do not serve the pocpie by helping them forget 
., what ihetr country does to the rest of the world. 




All of us in all the different forms of struggle have 

the responsibility to integrate our work. But in all 
these several forms, we must distinguish the 
revolutionary from the reactionary. The actions of 
the Weatherman underground have been revolu¬ 
tionary; whereas calling in bomb threats to a 
college dormitory is reactionary and very likely 
the work of outright pigs. In the same manner a- 


tray^ her u: a irArr ir-.ip or whetner it 

also portrays her as a strong fighting sister and 
goes on to say that whoever else supplied jona- 
thon Jackson gunt did an ^ncrediblv 

People who, b> their exan^e. inspire xo do xir 
work belter are leaders, in this sense Mao, Fidel, 
Leila, Eldridge, Bernardine and the unknown 
person who burned down the Bank of Amerika are 
our leaders. What they have done and what they 
continue to do puts them in that position. They 
make mistakes. So do we. But it is wrong to make 
sharp distinctions between their error and ours 
Some feel the bombings were not explained clearly 
enough. Why didn't they, in the overground, see 
this explaining as their responsibility too? Wea^ 
therpeople must be struggled with when they fuck 
up. But the responsibility for the revolution does 
not rest only with them, but with all of us. 

A revolution that still leaves women oppressed is 
far from complete, but it is a sham to think that 
women can achieve full liberation without the 
overthrow of the state. Is the fighting revolution 
ary, engaged in armed struggle, really a male 
macho imaee? This is looking at the question 
backwards. The real issue is how our liberation is 
to be won. Can the revolution be achieved without 
armed struggle? Whoever says so is likley to find 
guerrilla warfare machcnchauvinist by definition. 
If, however, this Is the time for armed struggle In 
Amerika, we must struggle to do it right, in a 
non-macho way. 

Revolutions are about political power, the power 
to determine our own destiny. Let's not confuse 
this with macho, which is a destiny created for us 
by the Man. Macho doesn't win - and tries to win 
the wrong things anyway. The change in Weather 
man from the townhouse on I Ith St. to the bomb 
at pig headquarters on Centre St. to the Freeing ol 
Timothy Leary to the Fall Offensive is the victory 
of revolutionary strength over macho. We know 
this from their (our) successes. There is nolhin|d 
more intrinsically masculine about a bomb than 
there is intrinsically feminine about love. 

Friends in the underground 


































To our revotutionary sisters on RAT, 

We are writing this letter in partial response to the 
article Z meets 007 in Quebec. We are fully aware 
who participated in the writing nf the article and are 
amazed that you would work with people who have 
discredited themselves time and time again with their 
left colonial attitude, rampant racism and their 
'revolutionarv trips'. 

A ptoper understanding of the nature and precise 
characteristics of our struggle does not come from 
invective from fucked-up racist English people who 
have never worked in any movement actively 
advancing our fight and whose main source is an 
American heavy-in-exile. 

Our struggle for the liquidation of Canadian 
colonialism contributes to the destruction of 
American imperialism and gives to the American 
people the best example of our solidarity. This factor 
is important from our people who ask only from you 
the same solidarity—the respect of our culture and 
the reinforcement of your struggle. Withio our own 
movemeot we sought to seize the particularities of 
your liberation struggle. For us, your struggle is not 
just one of many, it is not an aggregate of 
so-called way-out actions. We have seriously and 
consistently sought to analyze the different trends, 
discern its direction—for our revolutions must be 

• T T ’ r . I i ‘nl® of . iior,. 

Yet the anide you printed is but a mass of 
.liberal-racist gibberish, the jabbering of people who 
possess no knowledge of our history, our culture, nor 
of any of the revolutionary organizations engaged in 
the fight. 

How can you print an article opening with the 
lines 'I'm not sure what specifically motivated the 
FLQ to the kidnappings' is beyond our imagination. 

Or the utilization of racist theoretical structures in 
the line purporting Pierre LaPorte to be a liberal, 
progressive man of the people, and involving a 
comparison with Eugene McCarthy. We highly doubt 
whether the black masses of your country would 
agree with your analysis. In any case, analogy is 
totally false. Pierre Laporte was the Mafia bagman 
for his party, and moreover as Minister of 
Unemployed personally made strike-breaking 
legislation, etc. 

Or the CIA theory of history that the CIA is 
supposedly behind LaPorte's death. An analysis that 


could only flow from a white English radical's horror 
of revolutionary violence. The more we analyzed 
your article, the more enraged we became. At least 
you could have printed the basic facts of the 
kidnappings correctly, or spell the names of our 
people correctly. 

It should be understood that the reason that there 
is little response from the rest of Canada's 'left' is not 
only a product of press censorship as you would 
suggest, but a direct result of racism-i.e., the 
'radicals' who wear Free Huey buttons and support 
the annihilation of our people. 

And then the total racist crap about the French 
educational system, etc.—the colonizers' line, where 
all blame for the situation wherein our people find 
themselves is put on themselves-'they 
drink ... lazy ... fault of the Church', etc. Even a 
superficial analysis of society of Quebec would show 
that: 

1. In so far as the education system is a reason for 
the backwardness of our people, those Quebecois 
who were in charge collaborated to serve the interests 
of the colonizers. 

2. That as in any coluny, the education is 
structured to sen/e the needs of the system. 
Therefore now in the supposedly good schools you 
allude to that our people have, are nothing but 
factories for turning out technicians to serve the 
neeosot Cariaai^ii^pital., 

For 200 years the colonialist Canadian 
government has been able by silence, cynicism and 
lies to prevent world opinion from learning of their 
crimes. The success of this politics of silence was 
aided by the complicity of American imperialism 
which has its own interest in preserving the colony of 
Quebec. The demasking of Canadian colonialism was 
the work of Quebec patriots conscious of the vital 
necessity to smash the myth of Canadian liberalism, 
conscious of the necesity to isolate Canada from her 
very own allies, conscious of the necessity of 
elevating the fight to its protracted stage: armed 
struggle. 

To defend our people, to defend their struggle, 
the sons and daughters of Quebec took up arms. And 
the people support them. And we shall win. 

We send you revolutionary greetings and trust that 
the future errors may be avoided by a real and 
concrete understanding of our common struggle. 

from a Quebecois revotutiortary 
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To our comrades in Quebec, 

As pointed out in another article in 
this issue, we here in the Amerikan 
monster are both victims and tools of 
this imperialist system. Letters like the 
ones above from you help us to see this 
more clearly. We know that before the 
kidnappings, the War Measures Act, etc, 
we knew nothing about Canada fnot\ 
even basic things like geography, major 
industries, form of government)-and' 
certainly not anything about Quebec.. 
fs(} much for our educational system). 

There are a few criticism in the above 
letters which are not the fault of the 
'intermediaries/ but of those of us at 
RA T. One is the misspelling of names 
and places it was a taped interview n* 
suiting from lack of time (to look things 
up or to even proofread the artkie 
decently) which is tiat an excuse, but is 
not the jault of those interviewed. 
Another criticism, the emphasis on the 
CIA theory, comes from several things. 
OneJ^diejotaUack^o^^ 


of f' 


why LaPorte, a French Canadian, was 
kiiied - what kis position was, what the 
nutjorify of Quebecois thought of him. 
Some people (American) in New York 
City who are trusted politically and who 
had been to Montreal a number of times 
showed despair at the killing of LaForte 
in view of the widespread support 
FLQ Manifesto and reports of^rowing 
grassroots political power among the 
majority of Quebecois workers. An(}ther 
reason is the habit of American radicals 
to attribute fascist, repressive and divi¬ 
sive actions by forcigti governments as 
somehow perpemated or at least exacer¬ 
bated by the Amerikan CIA and other 
sAmerikan pig powers (imhistrialsfs, poit- 
ticians, erej. This is now an axiom, 
well-documented, but it htif often leads 
to a glossing over ptditical. sm iai 

and ectmomic differences within a coufi- 
try like Quebec, ahf?ut which stj fink is 
kmtwn here anyway. We are only hegif}- 
ning to grasp the differences between 
colonialism and Amerikan imperialism 


The person mentioned in the above 
letters was not the person who 
interviewed for our article. And al¬ 
though the article displayed the racist, 
colon tali SI atiirude of English-speaking 
Canadians toward the Quebecois which 
so righifuliy enrages you, that attitude 
which, unfortunately, almost all white 
people in Amerika hm^e too) will have 
to be struggled with on all levels so that 
H'f can survive, win and build a com¬ 
munist s^’stem which oppresses no one. 

Consckn4sne.^s (}f how we perpetuate 
Amerikan cultural chauvinism to the 
extent of fucking-over our revolutiimary 
sisters and bnOhers is only going half¬ 
way. It is impffrtant for all of us it} read 
the books recommended above. If} dis¬ 
cuss them, Ut cifmmunicaie with the 
/ Quebecois about theni We at RA T are 
particuiariy ini crested in ihe history, 
struggle and movement df tmr sis/ers in 
Quebec. Ttt publish informatkm and 
narrow the gap of undersianding so that 
t an better siniggle lom'theLjwf^yilL 


Dear comrades on RAT: 

It is difficult to put into words how incredibly 
enraged one becomes at reading such a load of racist 
buHshit as that article on Quebec-^'Z meets 007 in 
Quebec"-“in an otherwise fine revolutionary paper 
such as RAT. 

Quebec, despite its strategic proximity to the 
jugular of the Amerikan empire, has been one of the 
least publicized struggles in the U.S. revolutionary 
press. When, at a time of crisis like now, one finally 
reads something so full of bullshit, lies and 
distortions like that article it is very disappointing. 
Hopefully other articles and letters on Quebec will be 
printed to rectify the damage done by the printing of 
that article. 

The people of Quebec, the Quebecois, have had 
'spokesmen' for them before, during their lives of 
struggle and exploitation. For three hundred years 
their English masters and the French puppets have 
spoken about and to the Quebecois. The voices of 
the people have been muffled during the rebellions 
and bloody strikes and uprisings against a racist 
colonialist system that has tried to exterminate them 
as a people on the continent of North America. At 
this stage of their struggle, they have developed their 
own spokesmen who in the authentic language of the 
people articulate and act on the people's grievances 
ar^d expose the coionial reality and demand redress 
and resistance to the total violence of a colonialist 
and imperialist system. 

Let me say a few words about Canada, and the 
role of Englisli radicals, Canada, despite the image of 
the draft-dodgers' haven and liberalism, cannot be 
seen in any sense as a refuge for American refugees. 
It is a country very much part of and plugged into 
the international system of imperialism with heavy 
investments in South Africa, financial support of 
fascist Latin American regimes, virtual control of 
many parts of the West Indies through large 
Canadian corporations and banks, and above all in 
their colonizing of the people of Quebec. The 
struggle going on in Quebec means that any 
Americans coming here or to Canada must relate to 
that struggle or deserve the fate of all those 
self-styled 'radicate' who enter an area where there is 

to the : 

The lack of understanding of the place of Quebec 
and its history of struggle has been one of the main 
problems of the Canadian radical left. They find it 
easier to support and relate to struggles everywhere 
else, and especially in the U.S., than to analyze their 
own colonizing position and deal with their racist 
and chauvinistic attitudes to the Quebec struggle- But 
it is essential that they do so, as it is equally 
important that the American movement learns about 
the history of struggle in Quebec, for it is Canadian 
soldiers now keeping law and order in the streets of 
Montreal, and ultimately will be American ones. 

Montreal knot New York, and the Quebecois are 
not exactly like blacks in the U.S. For instance, the 
Quebecois are a majority not a minority in their own 
country and this implies a vast historical and strategic 
difference of their role. The American movement has 
to get over a racist tendency to oversimplify the 
particularities of other struggles and make familiar 
generalizations to their own experience which are 
just not valid. 

For a good coverage and background to the 
current FLQ crisis, try the latest issue of the Last 
Post (an english-canadian radical news magazine 
originating out of Toronto). Write to the Last Post, 
P.O. Box 98, Station G, Montreal 130, Quebec. Tbs 
finest book so far to enme out of the Quebec 
revolutionary struggle of the pest ten years is being 
translated by Monthly Review. It is Pierre Vallieres' 
Negres Blancs d'Amerique whose english title is 
White Niggers of Amertca and is to be published this 
January, ft is required reading for anyone interested 
in understanding the nature and history of Quebec 
society and its struggle for national liberation. 

Yea RATI! 

Power to the People 
POUVOIR AU PEUPLE QUEBECOIS 
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The foffowifig ts an intenTew wiih a wonian fhnu fhe 
Wo/mn \ Bari FunJ Camnnuee. The Bail FnnJ 
Oyminittee h a rtmlition of women hr New York 
Oiw inchidhig women from (he Black Fanihcr Party, 
the Young Lords Party, (lie Anti-Imperiahsi Wonren^s 
Colleciive, Youfh Against War and Fasiism, and 
Women s Llheration ^onps. The Bail Fund is 
planning a demonstration on December 20 in front 
of (he Women Iv House to antnm/tte the 

start of a bail-raising campaign for non-movement 
women inside the House of D: 


What is the makeup of the Bail Fund? 

The Ball Fund was originally made up of about six 
to ten women who met at the Women's Center to 
discuss the project. The women did not know each 
other ahead of time; however, many had worked as 
part of the coordinating collective of the Women's 
Center. 


What are the p(ditics and purpcfse of (he Bail 

Fund? 

The politics of the Bail Fund are complicated. 
They began with the realization that women, 
whether in jail or out, were imprisoned by this 
society. We wanted to draw the parallels between the 
women in jail and outside. We wanted to use the Bail 
Fund as one way to both effectively help women 
and also begin to talk to white women about the 
concepts of class and race and how the women's 
movement, if it is going to get anywhere, is going to 
have to deal concretely with these issues. How it is 
essential to develop a class perspective to understand 
the structure of the country and how best to fight it 
and tG understand how to relate to women of other 
races. We felt this could best be done in a supportive 
way which would be concrete, not just rhetorical, 
which women could see and understand and relate to 
and that would be a material help to Third World and 
poor white women. The politics developed Over a 
series of six months. The first meetings, our ideas 
were very general. We knew generally and vaguely 
about ideas about class. We started discussing these 
ideas and how it was impoi-tant to work on them. 
Then we got involved into dealing with procedural 
matters on how to bail women out, the technical 
problems involved, hbw to deal with women once 
they got out—so we spent a considerable amount of 
time thinking about the kinds of programs we could 
direct women to and have the names and addresses of 
for the women when they got out, if they needed 
them. 



DEMONSTRATE 

dunday, Oecember 20 (10th Anniversary of the WLP) at 2 p.m. 

at the Women’s House of Detention (6th Avenue and Greenwich Avenue) 


What has the Bail Fund been doing so far? 

The first problem was to communicate with the 
women inside, because there is absolutely no public 
information, and what information there is is 
contradictory. There is no systematic information on 
charges, on bail, on how long a woman has been in, 
on what has been happening to her, medical records, 
anything. So we have been contacting lawyers, who 
have visiting privileges because they are representing 
women inside and they have been bringing us names 
from lists they see in the hall and asking their clients 
for names. With the few names we have, we have 
been writing to the women inside. 

What has been the resptmse from the women 

mskie? 

The women have been very enthusiastic. One 
woman talked about a project she had thought 
about, which was to collect money from the women 
inside in order to bail themselves out. 

The secor^d thing we have done in order to 
communicate with the women inside is the 
demonstration we have planned for December 20 at 
2:00 p,m. to stand outside the House of D and shout 
up to the women that there is a Bail Fund. That was 
the original purpose of the demonstration. Another 
thing we have done is to organize a demonstration 
outside a bazaar held by the Friendly Visitors. They 
are a charity organization which gives the prisoners 
yarn for the women who wish to crochet. What 
happens is that the women use- the yarn to crochet 
sweaters, scarves, hats and dresses, but they are not 
allowed to keep them. They go back to the Friendly 
Visitors who sell them at a bazarr and keep the 
profits. The bazarr is held annually before Christmas, 
the idea being that women from the Village would 
come in and buy their presents cheap. To counterract 
this, we wrote up a leaflet aimed at the women who 
were going inside to buy the goods which was simply 
informationai - Did you know that the women don't 
get any reward from this? Did you know that the 
women are in jail because they are poor and can't 
afford bail and that there is a Bail Fund-Would you 
rather contribute to the Bail Fund than buy the 
articles. Most of the women who were going in 
expressed sympathy with the idea but few 
contributed to the project. We feel that the project 
was pretty successful tiecause of what was happening 
inside. There was a bazaar, a fashion show, and a 
short play. The play described the conditions in the 
House of 0 and how they're going to be changed at 
Biker's Island which is the new correctional 
institution that's going to be built for the women. 
One of the improvements that's going to be at Bikers 
Island is a shop where women could sell their own 
goods. It was felt from the way this was phrased in 
the play that it was stuck in at the very last minute 
to appease the women who were outside. Another 
project that we've been vvorking on is to prepare aids 
in understanding legal procedures written in lay 
language for women inside the jah. We are learhing 
from lawyers the basic things women have to know, 
how to get postponements, why one should get 
postponements, what to tefi the judge, how to deal 


with the Legal Aid lawyer, and so forth, plus 
information about their charges, what can happen to 
them, how the court works. We are going to print 
this up in understandable language in Spanish and 
English and get it inside the House. We are also going 
to write the women asking if they wish to send out 
their articles so that we can sell them on the outside 
and keep tfie money for them, because when they get 
out of jail, they get only one dollar. We will also be 
preparing literature about crime and why we feel all 
women are political prisoners. It is our job as white 
women to relate to white women on the outside and 
explain why we feel the Bail Fund is a relevant 
project and how it is relevant to the women's 
movement. The Third World women working on the 
Commiliee under stand immediately why it is a 
relevant proiect and are working to spread 
information about the Bail Fund in their 
communities. 

Would you say the Bail Fund wmnen are basically 
middle-class? What are the problems involved with 
the women Inside the House of D relating /r; this 
group? 

Yes, we are mainly middle-class. It's a problem of 
not really having gone through the same experiences, 
of having a theoretical understanding. So far, we 
haven't bailed anyone out, so we don't really know 
and it's just a matter of expectations. We hope that 
the women will get involved with the project. Joan 
Bird suggested this. Two women who were in the 
House of D who weren't baited out by us but have 
been there are working with us on speaking 
engagements. 

How are the Third World women relating to the 
Bail Fund nuwement? 

The Panther and Lords women are doing quite a 
lot of work. Denise Oliver of the YL has designed a 
poster that we will sell. Afeni Shakur and Joan Bird 
are invaluable because of their political experience. 
Joan and Afeni suggested baiting our one woman to 
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ECONOMICALLY. WOMEN IN 
THE HOUSE OF D ARE KEPT 
DEPENDENT AND ARE EXPI OITE^D. 

Women are only alhiwetl to spend $10 
pel week maximum at tlie Commissary, 
bill oiosl women don't even have tliat 
much. Beciuise even basic nece&siiies of 
life are noi available, ilie women are 
dependent on the Commissary or on 
the "Friendly Visiiors". a women’s 
"charity*’ organization sponsored by 
the Dept, of Corrections and composed 
almost exetusively of white, 
religiously-inclined women. The 
Friendly Visitors will give a sister Si.50 
per week if she asks (read: begs) for it. 
To get it. she must go ilirough a lot of 
"how I went wrong’' bullshit to these 
women. 

Ecurioniic necessity also drives many 
women into unwanted, dependent 
sexual alliances witli women inmates 
who liave more money or privileges 
(such as a job in the kitchen means 
extra food) than they do. or willi the 
women guards. 

But even if a women's prison should 
be built that claims to be progressive 
and humane, and provides women with 
some measure of physical comfort, as 
ilie one planned ft>r women at Riker’s 
Island is claiming to do, the basic fact 
II I remain^^ SO WONfAN IN 
PRESENT-DAY AMFRfKA BELONCiS 
IN ANY PRISON. And even if liberal 
public opinion is coopted for awhile 
and pressure is eased on the Dept, of 
Corrections, conditions in this prison 
will soon deteriurale as soon as the 
public eye is no longer focussed on 
them, just asconditiims in the "modern 
- : : - D b ■ = : 
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miire brutally mistreated and all sparks 
rebelhon he 

immediately. 

For their work inside the jails, 
women arc paid on a sliding scale—from 
3 cents to 10 cents an hour! Janitorial 


medical and library workers receive C> 
cents an hour; kitdieii workers, who 
have to work 10 to 15 hours a day, are 
paid 10 cents an hour, 

DRUGS ARE USED IN PRISON TO 
SUPPRESS I'HE WOMEN. The fourth 
Ooor is divided into troublemakcni. 
kickers, and "diagnostics"'. It is a 
convenient prison within a prison for 
those who show signs of rebellion. If a 
woman is kicking a habit, she is pul t>ii 
methadone for three days and then on 
tranquilizers and sleeping piJIs for a 
week. After that, she is on her own, 
even though a w^oman with a severe 
habit may go through a series of 
subsequent withdrawals. But this does 
not concern the pigs. They don't want 
to spend money to help women but 
only to keep liicm down. So they spend 
of money admiiusicring drugs on a 
regular basis to w'omen who are "hard 
to handle". Such women are forced to 
receive (hese pacification drugs whether 
they want them or not. "Nervous''’ 
women on Corridor 4C receive 
trailquilizers. So-called "diagnostics"" - 
women who are considered 
psychopathic because they do ihU 
coiifomi to the norms of an insane 
society - are given a combination of 
tbortvene plus chloralhydrate. 

THE PIGS TRY TO SQUELCH 
ANY SIGNS OF SOLIDARITY AND 
LOVE BETWEEN SISTERS. For the 
women in llie House of p, relationships 
with their sisters are a real source of 
solidarity, humanity and warmth, the 
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WdO FS IN THE WOMEN'S HOUSE 
P^[)eten™?^ 

There arc approximately 700 sisters 
imprisoned in the House of Detention. 
The House is a blatant example of one 
of the many institutions in Amerika 
directed against people because of their 
iiex. race, or class. The majority' of 
women in tire House arc Black and 
Puerto Rican, and all are poor. About 
200 of tliem have been found "guilty’" 
and are presently serving time, 

Tlie remaining 500 are on pre-trial 
detention, which means they are serving 
time before being tried, even though 
Amerikan law clearly states that jxmple 
are innocent until proven guilty. 
Average pre-trial stay in the House of D 
is 4 months (which means much louger 
for many women). 

THESE WOMEN ARE BEING 
PENALIZED FOR BEING POOR, Bails 
are set from SlOO to Si000. which 
means the same as $100,000 for women 
with no nnmey at all. This is no 
accident. "BaiE" by definition means 
signing over your personal properly to 
the cQiiit in exchange for your 
freedom. If you don"t have any 
property, you can’t bail yourself out: 
by definition, poor people were never 
included In the right to bail, 

WHAT ARE THE CONDITIONS IN 
THE HOUSE OF D? 

PHYSICAL rONDniONS IN THE 
HOUSE OF D ARE 
SYSTEMATICALLY DESIGNED TO 
DESTROY IHE SISTERS' HEALTH 
AND CRUSH THEIR SPIRIT FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF KEEPING THEM 
UNDER CONTROL, Basic necessities 
fTH '? be ' b> [^7 T 

jlKAe-nuuket prices, as tne wunieri are 
supplied with very few and poof^ality 
items. Women must go through hassles 
lu receive visitors other tlian relatives. 
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WHY ARE WOMEN ARRESTED? 


Drug Addiction and Drunkenness: 

Society encourages women to become addicts of 
every kind, to deny themselves the kind of vitality 
that would make them demand real lives. No one is 
disturbed to see a mindless, passive woman; in fact, 
the more mindless and passive, the more "womanly'L 
Few people think of the epidemic of barbiturate 
addiction among middle-class women as a serious 
social problem. That's because in a capitalist society, 
to have half the population reduced to nitwits is not 
considered a loss; on the contrary, it's the only way 
the society can go on functioning. What is a problem 
is the crimes committed by women who are too poor 
to come by their dope legally; Not prostitution so 
much: for a woman to be used by a man and be paid 
for it is so universally accepted in our society (what 
is a "date"? What is a middle-class marriage?! that 
people are reluctant to prosecute her for it. But when 
she steals^when she commits the crimes that men 
do--she steps out of her role, and is imprisoned. 

Prostitution: 

Prostitution' is the only ''crime" automatically 
connected with women. Women are not the only 
prostitutes, but somehow people feel that a person's 
selling her/his body for another's sexual gratification 
is an essentially feminine act. Prostitutes really do 
live out one side of what being "feminine" means. 
Every woman is taught that she has to be sexually 
exciting to many men in order to feel like a real 


who has worked as a hooker wrote, "All the 
prostitute has done is eliminate the bullshit." 

Third World women comprise 70% of the "low 
class" prostitutes the police harass at will. "Under 
capitalism. Third World women are forced to 
compromise themselves because of their economic 
situation. The facts that her man cannot get a job 
and that her family is dependent on her for support 
means that she hustles money, by any means 
necessary. Black and Puerto Rican sisters are put into 
a situation where jobs are scarce or nonexistent and 
are forced to compromise body, mind, and soul; they 
are then called whores or prostitutes/' (Young Lords 
Position Paper on Women) A matron at the Women's 
House of D in New York said simply, "These women 
are drug addicts first and prostitutes second." 

Pleas for an end to prostitution usually come from 
hypocritical males or from women who fail to see the 
similarities between prostitution and their own 
oppression. Only a$ an autonomous revolutionary 
women's movement develops will the real elimination 
of prostitution and all other forms of human 
degradation become possible. 


Larceny; 

More women are arrested for larceny than for any 
other crime, and larceny offenses are rising faster 
than any other crime area. Larceny includes 
shoplifting, purse snatching, pocket picking, and 
domestic pilferage; these crimes are committed 
mainly by black and Third World people. Yet 
middle’Class women, in enormous numbers, are 
beginning to steal as inflation forces the prices of 
necessities like food, clothing, and furniture beyond 
even their reach, a situation which is nothing new to 
their Third World sisters, 


Statistically, the "criminal liability" of women in 
domestic service is higher than that of women 
factory workers. (The Criminality of Women, Poliak, 
1950) This may mean only that there's more 
incentive- and more opportunity- to steal in a home 
than in a factory. A woman works as a domestic 
because she has no choice. She is black. Third World, 
Of poor white, and has no skills except those taught 
to all women to fit them for the role society forces 
them into: cooking, cleaning, making beds, raising 
children. So she spends her days performing these 
tasks in another woman's home in addition to her 
own. Her pay is among the lowest in the country. It's 
hard for her not to notice, as she slaves among their 
possessions, that these people have far more than 
they need. If she tries to change the obvious 
inequities of her situation, she's labeled a thief-and is 
locked up. 

Runaways: 

Besides prostitution, runaways are the only other 
category in which over half of those arrested are 
women. The main reason for this is that the family 
structure restricts the liberties of a young girl and 
curtails her development as a full human being even 
more than it does the development of a boy. Parents 
can maintain control over her activities, in the guise 
of protection, until she is delivered into the hands of 
a husband. The qualities inculcated in her for her 
future role as wife and mother--dependence, 
passivity; self-denial-make it especially difficult for 
her to survive in the streets. 

The isolation and self-comtempt impo'sed on 
women by our major institutions are made worse, 
not better, in juvenile halls. It's no surprise that 
"delinquent" females, aged 16 to 18, are regarded as 
the most hopeless cases. That their "crimes" are 


woman; that if she pleases a man, he will pay her way 
in exchange for her companionship. As one sister 
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Why is it such an incredible hassle to get an 
apartment in this city? Why do whole neighborhoods 
such as East New York, Brownsville or the South 
Bronx have an appearance of being bombed? We 
know there is a recession, and that money is tight 
across the whole country, but is it as bad, really, m 
other cities? 

The answer is no. In last week’s Village Voice, 
Jack Newfield ran down some facts about the city's 
housing program, concluding that ' the abandonment 
and demolitions are twice the rate of new housing 
actually being built/ One of the employees of the 
Housing Development Administration made this re¬ 
vealing statement to Newfield* 

There is no will here to build housing* And the 
bureaucracy is incompetent. The city isn't applying 
for one fiftieth' of tlie federal funds available for 
rehabilitation of existing housing . It's hard work, and 
Walsh (head of HDA) doesn't do it. 4 or 5 million 
dollars a year is being wasted this way. Every year 
upstate cities like Utica, Syracuse, and Buffalo get the 
money we could be getting if we were more alert, it's 
an annual thing. Every year those cities know the 
money will be waiting for them because our beau- 
cracy doesn't function to meet the needs of people/' 

A city employee testifying to the total dis¬ 
function ing of the city agency that is supposed to 
provide people with housing. Even in terms of the 
"democratic" process - like so many other state and 
city agencies - welfare, the courts, the schools ■ it 
totaiiy fucking up and the few viIlians at the top, 
despite accusations from within their own depart¬ 
ments stay secure, blind and rich. Thousands and 
thousands of poor families after eviction from often 
sound apartments are forced into slum housing in 
neighf^ ’hr-ods diev hz tics 

dose of lasting psychological and physical damage. 
(Last week a child fell down a hole in a stairwell and 
was killed in the Broadway Central Hotel while going 
from his room to his mothers' - the family 
given two rooms on two different floors). Tht^ 
press lately has been resounding with outraged 
articles about the conditions in welfare hotels, and 
about the housing crisis in general; the 'movement' 
straggles out to support the few squatter's actions 
which seem to be growing more intermittent as the 
winter closes in, and we wonder about how to 
understand and clarify for ourselves the facts and 
potential of the squatters movements. 

The Housing Crimes TriaT held at Columbia on 
Sunday December 6 th co-ordinated by the Metro¬ 
politan Council on Housing 7 brought together a wide 
cross-section of those groups of squatters and tenants* 
groups that are working around the housing condi¬ 
tions in this city, and for the people that went it was 
a chance to bear about each iocai struggle and get a 
sense of what the exact issues were, and where 
support ^55 needed most immediatedly. 

The range and variety of political and community 
organizations and the solidarity that was obviously 
felt by all, was impressive. Besides the presence of 
and communication between the groups, the import¬ 
ance of the fact that the structure of the trial allowed 
so many individual men and women to speak out 
about their miserable living conditions cannot be 
underestimated. As women, we have each begun to 
understand the need for that process of gaining a 
sense of reality about our own voices, and each 
person who spoke about the crimes of the city against 
them, must have gained from speaking in that 
supportive context. More, each testimony gave people 
rn the audience yel another shot of [hopefully) 
activating indignation. However, as the trial wore on, 
and the judges for the people meted out sentences to 
he city and hypothetical damages to the tenants (one 
.voman squatter received a 99 year lease and an order 
j pay novmore rent/v/e began to question the value 
if that siruLture, particularly in terms ot political 
jonsciousness and organizing action around housing. 
The sight, in particular, of one woman breaking down 
while giving testimony about how she Is forced to live 
in one room in the uptown Y and herteenage son has 
to stay in Brooklyn, gave an unfortunate aura of 
sensationalist liberalism to the trial. The desperate 


lonely woman behind the microphone, the false pro^ 
secuior behind his, the people's judges isolated upon 
the rostrum, and us in our spectators' seats were all 
frozen into a helpless, useless silence while she cried. 
The video-tape ran on - our evidence of ihe 
capitalism's injustice secure, but what could be done 
to provide a safe, warm apartment for that woman 
and her son that night ? 

Plans for actions, suggestions for strategies wore m 
fact made. Operation Move*ln speakers clearly out¬ 
lined the impending fight with the city about one 
particular building and 3 homeless families { details 
are below). Another witness the only one who 
suggested that the trial was a reform measure - after 
charging the city, the bankers, and the landlords 

with "collusion", suggested the only way to move 
was to exhort people to stop paying rent all over the 
city, starting in one's own building'and then organ¬ 
izing block by block. A Puerto Rican woman in the 
Newsreel squatters film suggested squatters should 
begin occupying luxury buildings. The audience 
thought it an outtasight plan. 


CONTACT LIST 

Operation Move-In ■ 90th St and Amsterdam Avt 
874^9162 

ElComit? S7th St and Columbus 874-9162 
873-2340 

Chinatown Squatters- 99 Madison St 233-6451 
Metropolitan Council on Housing -2,31st Si 
947^027 

Cooper Square- 4th St and 2nd Ave CA8-8270 
Cc./iti* 7 n on Human Housing- 637 E 13th St 
254-295C 

Young Lords- 1 1 1 th Si and Madison 427-7754 
3rd Si and Ave C 533-7870 
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This principle of local rent strike is one of the 
stated aims of the Metropolitan Council on Housing 
- the city-wide group that coordinated the trial. 
Despite the tactical limitations of the trial, Met. 
Council performs a valuable service to the housing 
struggle by a group of about 20 — 30 volunteers who 
are able to help organize rent strikes. They also pul 
out valuable information on housing facts and 
struggles and serve as a central coordinating office for 
squatters' and rent strike actions. 

"The v^ill to build housing" or the will to have 
housing must, however, come from the families who 
have made* their lives in this city and wish to stay in 
their communities. The way things are now, the 
people have been systematically stripped of that will, 
and it is a painful and slow process for us to build for 
ourselves a sense of power over our own lives. We arc 
all learning from people-serving political organizations 
like the Young Lords, Black Panther Party, I Wor 
Kuen, and El Coniitf (all of whom were present at 
the Housing Trial) that our calls for action must come 
directly out of the need and oppression of our own 
communities. If the housing movement is to con¬ 
tinue 10 groWr to be able to seriously challenge the 
power structure that controls real estate in this city, 
much less provide decent housing for every family 
that lives in this city, it must struggle lu develop more 
collective organizational structures. 


DEMANDS OF CITY-WIDE SQUATTING MOVE¬ 
MENT 

The City must move now to deal with the present 
emergency, which affects ALL our people, but hurts 
Blacks, Puerto Ricans, large families and the elderly 
most of all. Therefore, we DEMAND THE FOLLOW¬ 
ING: 

1. The legalization of the tenancy of all 
squatters. 

2. The dropping of all charges against squatters 
and their supporters. 

3. The declaration of a moratorium on the 
demolition and luxury renovation of habitable hous¬ 
ing. 

4. The requiring o\ landlords to rent all vacant 
apartments they arc keeping off the market. The city 
must take over all buildings In which there are vacant 
apartments for a month or more. 

5. The institution by the city, using its own 
funds, of a crash building and renovation program.Fot 
the first year, it should construct 10,000 new low-reni 
public housing units and restore an additional 40.P00 
low-rent units by the lakcovor of abandoned and neg¬ 
lected buildings. Extend public ownership with icniiiil 
control to all housing, eliminating private prolU and 
being guided only by tenant needs. 

6 . The landlords should be prevented from van¬ 
dalizing their own property, opening the apartments 
to undesirables and all ilher forms of harassment of ten¬ 
ants. 





We received this position paper on 'Why housing is 
a women's liberation issue from the West Side 
Women s Center a few days after the Housing Crimes 
Trial took place* We feel it is significant that a 
representative from the Women's Center only sue- 
ceeded in making a brief summary of the position 
paper at the trial, after being cut off together with a 
group of witnesses from the upper West side, and 
having to argue for two hours before being alio wed to 
speak. The paper itself is only an indication of one 
stage in a process; it is not definitive and does not 
pretend to give final answers about the problems of 
classism, racism and sexism* These questions arc being 
struggled with in different ways within the collective 
that wrote this paper, within the women's movement 
as a whole, and within the mixed coalit¬ 
ions,collectives and community groups that are work¬ 
ing towards people^s control of their own lives. In this 
case, for instance, the tenants at Operation Move ln 
have much to teach this women's group about their 
racism and classism, while the women have things to 
communicate to the organisers of the tenants about 
the need to develop new forms of collective control* 


WHY HOUSING IS A WOMEN’S LJBERATION 
ISSUE 

Maiiv women, who sympathize with the squatters 
movement and other liousiug struggles in the 

community have questioned the need to commit 
ourselves to these struggles as a Women's Liberation 
Center and to take action as women for ourselves on 
this Issue. 

Of course housing is a basic need and right for all 
people regardless of sex. We are not claiming it as a 
strictly women's issue or saying that women desen'e 
housing more than men. What we are trying sav h 
that we must understand our support for the squat* 
ter's movement in terms of our own very real and 
immediate housing needs, not as a gesture of symp¬ 
athy towards others we consider more oppressed than 
ourselves* 

Women's Liberation must become the way wc live 

md "r ev:r, "1 -tin." 

fur many women Witiiin ihe pxisatis of preseiu 
living conditions. 

Mothers forced to spend tweniy*four hours a day 
with their c Mren ” ^ ri= - re - — — l e- 



kids and oppressive to them. They cannot get out to 
meetings at night and they cannot have women meet 
at their place. Liberation requires growing space. 

Women struggling with marital conflicts, women 
who find the can no longer live with a man* are 
locked into living arrangements intolerable to both 
the woman and the man because they cannot afford 
to move out, or fear they are not strong enough to 
live all alone. 

Young women ready to work out their own lives 
are forced to remain in their parents' homes because 
they have no place to go. 

Some women are lucky enough to fmd a place for 
themselves but are told: '^'We don't rent to single 
w^omen." “We only rent to families with fathers." 
“We don't want children in this building*” 

It is often said that we are largely a middle-class 
oriented movemeiil. Bui for women, the benefits of 
such ideiUificalion are usually contingent upon our 
relationship with a man. When we break out on our 
own, our economic positions change. Any discussion 
of women in relation to class divisions is bound to be 
complicated and confused. But on the housing issue 
on the West Side we can see tlie class lines being 
sharply drawn. What is officially designated as 
“middle-income” housing means $80.00 per room 
and up* Working women who must support them¬ 
selves and their chjidfen by their own wages do not 
have the "middle-income" jobs, especially not in this 
period of growing unemployment and layoffs. Wom¬ 
en who have lived under the financial jurisdiction of a 
husband or parent fur many years do not have the 
money at their disposal to buy their freedom at these 
prices. 

Women's Liberation cannot be revolutionary' un¬ 
less we can provide the support for each other to find 
new alternatives to the present choice of the nuclear 
family or total isolation. One such possibility could 
be collective!^ of women living together and support¬ 
ing each other with cooperative day care, cooking, 
building matntainance und moral support. 

Such an alternative living arrangement within the 
present reality of available housing is prohibitive. We 
cannot afford the rents* Landlords w^ould certainly 
^ f- c---’- - - ; m- 
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and change* 
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Operation Move-In and El Comite have been 
actively attempting on the upper west side to move 
evicted families into city-owned buildings slated for 
demolition, but standing vacant with full utilities 
available* They have filled up 27 buildings, and have 
one tenant per building In about nine other buildings. 
An agreement with HDA had been made to cease 
opening up, buildings in return for no harrassment, 
and heat and hot water for all squatting families. 

On November t7th, three families and a support¬ 
ing group of the OMI community ( including four 
women from the Women’s Storefront) were arrested 
for criminal trespass and herded out of the barricaded 
building by the TPF, supported by two other 
precincts. Two families had recently been evicted and 
made homeless, and the city gave no assurance of 
emergency housing In the area, when their own 
buildings stand vacated and habitable for months. 
Since 113, W 87th St was still open with one legal 
tenant yet there, OMI moved the families in . Then 
the bust, 

35 people were arrested and charged with criminal 
trespass i. The three families have been ordered to go 
to welfare hotels, but are planning to squat again in 
one of the thousands of buildings the city keeps 
empty. 


YOUR SUPPORT IS NEEDED! 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 16th: PROTEST MARCH 
AND RALLY FOR THE WESTStDE 35. 

5:00 pm 1 ?2ih St and Amsterdam* march to 113 
W87th St 

7:00 pm Rally at n 3 W 87 thSt 

8:30 pm Motorcade and march to Grade Marvsion 
JOIN IN THIS PROTEST AGAINST ROTTEN 
HOUSING-WELFARE HOT E LS-S L UM- 
LORDS-'URBAN REMOVAL’, ONLY TOGETHER 
DO WE HAVE THE POWER. POWER TO THE 
PEOPLE! 

THURSDA- DEC ^ VAC-- 


TO TOtmt 7m '5Dppe^T TiTr kjwmtr 

STRUGGLE^ 
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It is time for all of us to 
learn to love ourselves^ to learn 
how to make love to ourselves. This 
is the first step in lear.pi«^tiCSf^^,,,„- 
love others and give p’leasure to 
others. To be able fh touch our 
bodies and experience pleasure^ not 
shame or guilt, pi part of the 
struggle to integrate our bodies 
and minds. 0^ bands, our feet, our 
bodies. our^%ilads are tools for 
change . 

1 

Hastul^batloti is not something 
to do Just when you don't have a 
lover^ different from^ not 

Inferio^ tOj sex for two. It's 
also the £,irstj easiest and most 
conveiilfeht way to experiment with 
your body- It*s a way to find out 
what feels good^ with how much 
pressure^ 4t what tempo^ and how 
often* You also don't have to worry 
about someone else's needs or opin¬ 
ions of you. The more you know about 
your body the easier it Is to show 
someone else whajt gives you pleasure, 

J ^ . ...... 

To m 0 Sl^r¥^e you have to 
something about your bodji^ em ' 

particular about your clitoris 
(klit^- o - ris)* It is the center 
of most sexual stimulatlon^ It 
functions like the penis in a man- 
When it Is rubbed up and down 
rhythmicallyj you get excited* 

The clitoris is where all female 
orgasms happen, whether by mastur¬ 
bation, Intercourse or fantasy* 

Inorder to find your elltorla, 
arrahge a good llight, take a mirror,| 
and identify all parts described* 

To find it, the thighs must be sep¬ 
arated wide enough for comfortabie=-^ 
vision. Then if two(fingers hold 
apart the larger lips a mucue mem¬ 
brane covered hood willf be seen 
immediately inside the front end of 
the space between the larger lips. 

The hood can be gently drawn back 
by the fingertips, and inside will 
be seen a small smooth rounded body 
(sometimes it la very small-only 
Just visible) that will glisten in 
a good Light. This la the clitoris. 
It’s root runs upward under the hood 
and the junction of the outer lips, 
and extends for about an inch* The 
two inner lips begin in the mid-line ^ 
close together Just under the clitoris 
and extend down and below on each side 
of the smooth space in the middle 
and come to an end by facing away 
at about the middle ring of 
at about the middle of the ring 
shaped opening which is the entrance 
to the vagina- 

After carefully and thoroughly 
identifying all the exterior parts, 
it is next necessary to prove at 
first hand the truth of the statement 
that the clitoris does possess a 
unique kind of sensitivity. It is 
best to do this with something other 
than your finger^ because the finger¬ 
tip is naturally, Itself sensitive 
to touch, and if it is used, there 
may be a confusion of effect between 
the feeling finger and the part felt. 
Any email smooth object will do such 
as an uncut pencil, a toothbrush 
handle, a Q-tip etc. The procedure 
is one of comparison of response by 


very light touches. One hand separates 
the outer labia without touching the 
pinner ones, and the ..other hand hold- 
tn^'t4ife first otiej/ 1 

loner lip and then the other, sn^ , J 
then the clitoris through or undet^.^ 
tts hood. 

If hand movements are watched 
in the mirror. It Is easy to get 


. .. " 


touches accurately in the right 
place but without a mirror and a 
good light it is not easy, because 
an inexperienced woman has practic¬ 
ally no sense of position iflshe 
tries to use a; finger unguided by 
her eyes. The effect observed is 
that the instant the clitoris Is 
touched a peculiar and characterlg- 
ttc sensation is experienced which / 
Is different in essj^iice from touches 

on the labia or anywhere else. This 
difference haa to be experienced; It 
cannot be described In words* 


Vulwa: female eKtemal genitals 
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The clitoris needs rhythmic 
friction. Without rhythffllcfriction 
no sexusl sensstlons sre possible 
to man or to woman... it is no 
exaggeration to say that since the 
clitoris la the essential organ of 
sexual sensation in women, and that 
rythmic friction is the only stlmu-, 
latlon to which IS can react, or¬ 
gasm failure at the outset of sexusl 
experience la unavoidable if the 
clltorla is not discovered and con¬ 
stantly stimulated. 

Some women masturbate by 
moistening their finger (with either 
salvia or Juice from the vagina) 
and rubbing It around and over the 
clitoris. The rythmic carresslng 
finger movements of the clitoral 
region can be designed to include 
adjacent areas of the vagina and 
then the two areas can function as 
a unit. There Is probably an indef¬ 
inite number of ways this can be 
done. It will be enough to suggest 
four. 


First, a downward stroke begin- 
jalng Just above the root of the 
clitoris, passing over the clitoris 
and ttix down the mid-line, into the 
vaginal entrance, following the 
front waltxpf the passage and ending 
Si little way ^s Ide . 

Second, t]^';^^ce verse of the first, 
a movemeht b^ginaltlg Inside front 
vaginal Wail\and cpfiiing up and out 
along the raid-line) over the clitoris 
and back to where the first movement 
stari:ec]. A rythm of these two Iter- 
hating movements carries strohg 
suggestion that the clitoris;and 
vaginal entrance are being tteateij as 
one and hot tyo places of sensitive 
response. V 

''"he C^ird opvement fs based on a 
freqpetit observation that the llrst 
areif of the vagliu to' become Sensi¬ 
tively alive. Is a band Just Inside 
the front wall In the middle an inch 
or so from side to side and extend¬ 
ing about 3/4 of an inch In, Gently 
stretching movements Of this front 
part of the ring of the vaginal en¬ 
trance teem to give strongest stimula¬ 
tion. Two finger tips can easily be 
slide into place and gently and rhyth¬ 
mically moved, to stretch Che front 
‘edges of the vaginal ring. 

The fourth - desribe a circle 
with the fingertips with the clitoris 
and the vagina on the circumference. 

Some women masturbate by crossing 
their legs and exerting steady and 
rhythmic pressure on thy whole 'genital 
area. A smaller number’ learn by 
developing muscular tension through 
their bodies, resembling the tensions 
ijeveloped in the motion of inter¬ 
course. Some ways of doing this Is 
by clitnblng up a pole of a rope or 
even chinning on parallel bars. Other 
Cechniques for masturbafing Include 
. using a pillow or blanket Instead of 
a hand, a stream of water, and 
electric vibrators. Some women find 
their breasts eroticall;^ sensitive, 
and rub them while rubbing the 
clitoris (don't forget ithe rest of 
yoUr body - try to get.into caress¬ 
ing your own body). It *58 nice some¬ 
times to make up sexual fsntaales 
while masturbating. Some women like 
to Insert something in the vagina 
while masturbating, (like a finger 
or vibrator) but few women get 
more satlsfactloiii out of vaginal 
penetratfion than they do from c lit¬ 
oral t Ir.iulatlba. 


If you have never masturbated, 
or have but still feel hung up about 
it, don't feel confined to these 
techniques. Finding what you like 
to do is what Its all about. Think 
about it for a while, relax, try it 
a little at a time - try to get into 
it. Here ate some additional 
suggestions some of us came up 
with that we have found groovy to 
get In the mood. 

1 - take a bath 

2 - get stoned 

3 - listen to some good music 

4 - make sure you have lots of 

space to roll around in 

3 - have some furry warm blanket 
or something that feels 
good against your skin 
j - use baby oil, powder, 
creamy lotion. 

^S- {/ Ai/e fohear ouin 













STICK IT ON THE WALL.... 




We know that this one article just 
won't make it all clear and easy to do, 
but silkscreening our own wall posters 
(or T-shim Of whatever) is really possible 
to do without much hassle or 
experience. And for anyone interested 
after getting through this explanation, 
there arc paperback books ( Sl/k Scfven 
Teclifuques - Biegeleisen and Cohn, 
Sen'graphy - Auvil) which can fill in the 
details about materials and procedures 
or, better, the Alternate U silk* screen 
workshop ( check with them for their 
hours each week) where you can get 
help with any particular problems or 
learn right from the beginning. 

But the idea of it is that we really 
don't have to be artists or printers and 
can make really nice looking things that 
get out ideas and information without 
spending a whole lot of money or 
getting all involved with printers and 
professionals. 

There are drawbacks too * like it will 
take some time to get the whole thing, 
set up - and it's a whole lot of work to 
print up a large quantity of anything 
and can get real expensive just for paper 
and paints ( not to mention where the 
hell do you put all the prints to dry) * 
and if you use a lot of colors, you rieed 
a separate screen lor each color and 
there is drying time in between applying 
each color and it gets slow. But there 
are simpler ways to use a silkscreen, 
without ex(>ensive and numerous 
supplies, that make it reahy worth 
knowing about, 

The way the whole thing works is 
like a stencil which is fixed to the 
screen. The screen s made of a oiece i" 
fabric stretched oo a *%ooden 
The ’IS fui of holes between its 
threads, so if paint is rubbed over the 
cloth, the color will pass right through 
onto a paper beneath It. - But if we 
block off or "stop out" the holes in the 
fabric in any one place, no paint goes 
thru there and this part will remain 
white if printed on paper. So, if a 
star-shape is cut out from thin paper 
and glued to the middle of ihe screen 
and we go over the whole screen with 
red paint, when the screen is lifted up, 
the paper beneath it will be all red with 
a white star in the middle. This can be 
called reverse printing, where the design 
you want is stopped out to prevent the 
paint from going through the screen and 
the rest of the area h left open. {This is 
also like a photo negative.) this method 
can be really good and effective when 
only one color is used for a poster, since 
It puts a lot more color on the paper and 
gives sharp and interesting contrasts. (It 
was used a whole lot by the French 
students during the strikes in 1968) The 
other basic method of printing would be 
to take a big pcice of the thin paper, as 
large as your screen, cut a star shape out 
from the middle and fasten the big piece 
to the screen. When paint is applied to 
this, the product will be a white paper 
with a red star in the middle, and this is 
called direct 


Paris of the silkscreen can be blocked 
in different ways. You can attach a 
paper cutout to the screen or actually 
fill the holes in the fabric with glue or 
lacquer. Paint is pushed through the 
screen evenly with a squeegee { which is 
a long flat piece of rubber encased in a 
wooden handle) which is pushed and 
pulled across the flat surface inside the 
screen. 

Even though it*s easy to do there 
are a lot of details involved in building 
and settingup a silkscreen - like sizes of 
screens and squeegees, etc. - so there's 
no sense to putting it all down here - 
and you can get it right out of a book. 
But, basically the screen is built from 
four pieces of wood ( pine without 
knots in it is good), about 1” thick and 
2 ” wide, nailed to each other to form a 
rectangle. L - hooks are screwed into the 
corners on top of the frame (on the 1" 
width) to make sure the frame suys in a 
r?xed position with its corners frrn ag 
right angles. Fabric ( dacron meshff 10 is 
good - or ask at an aft supply place) a 
few inches larger than the screen is then 
stapled or nailed to the boitcxn of the 
' ind sT^uid be kept tight as it is 
fastened, working from the middle of 
each side towards the corners in order 
to avoid loose spots. Gummed paper 
tape i or masking tape) is then put over 
the Staples or nails, on the outside of 




the frame as well as on the inside, 
extending from the fabric onto the side 
of the wooden frame. The tape and the 
edges of the fabric next to it are then 
given a couple of coats of shellac which 
seals the edges and prevents any leakage 
of paint. 

This may sound like a whole lot of 
work, but after building the screen, the 
worst is over. The squeegee can be 
bought ready-made. ( Savings are small 
in making your own.) 

After the screen itself is built, it is 
fastened to a table by two hinges. These 
hinges are placed half on the silkscreen 
frame on the side near the fabric and 
half on the table, allowing enough room 
so that the screen can lie flat on the 
table surface when lowered. These 
hinges should have removable pins 
which let you take off one screen to put 
in another { on projects with more than 
one color^ and it's also easier to clean 
the screen it the\ Tc not atucheu to the 
table. Finally, a stick of some sort can 
be fastened to the side of the screen to 
prop It up while changing papers under 
iL 

That’s the whole basic structure, so 
even though a silkscreen canT be built 
with this amount of information, it can 
give you some idea of what has to be 
done and, hopefully, make it seem fairly 
simple to do. 

The other materials needed would be 
paints, (process oil paints are used most 
often and are said to be easiest for 
getting good results, but you can also 
use tempera or acrylics, etc.), paper, 
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something to block out the holes in the 
silkscreen and the pririicular solvents 
used for removing whatever paint or 
"holo-blockcrs” you use. 

Because a silkscreen is used over and 
over again to print different things, it 
seems real important lo use paints and 
hole-fillers that are easy to apply and 
easy to remove. Otherwise, it can come 
to not seem worth the effort and you 
can get too hung up In just the 
mechanics of the whole thing instead of 
the product. 

Two of the best methods for putting 
a stencil on the screen, In terms of small 
expense and ease of doing them, seem 
to be using paper or glue for stopping 
out. The details and directions for 
using these materials and transferring a 
given design from an original drawing to 
the screen can be easily gotten and 
followed from one of the books 
mentioned. Pieces of paper (thin and 
absorbent) are cut out and fixed to the 
screen with a few drops of glue and are 
further sealed to the fabric when the 
paint passes over them in making the 
first print. And the glue can simply be 
brushed directly onto the fabric 
immediately sealing the holes and taking 
about an hour to dry. 

A number of other methods are also 
described includeing the use of lacquer, 
film stencil, wax, photographic 
eq:'ipmc^? etc.) but these seem more 
comp'krated, take longer ^nd cost more, 
Paper and water-ba^ glue are both 
cheap, and the only^fvent needed for 
them is water. The best method of the 
two would see"! to be ^ s«»Ke’t 

iaiSt - thTiJ I 1 

simgie * ano yses -r ; l 

than the paper 

Different art supply sK’^es carry 
all; some; none of the supplier vou'd 
■ need. Active Process ( at 15 west 20th 
Street) probably carries everything tho, 
and can help you figure out what you 
need and in what sizes. 

Best way lo start, I think, Is to visit 
-the Alternate U workshop. Or start with 
a book - which you really should have 
anyway, to help as you go along - and 
don't bother reading all of it - since 
they Ve only out to confuse us - pick out 
sections to do with the basics and the 
methods you want to use. 

Silkscreening our own posters, etc. 
obviously involves a whole lot more 
work than taking something to the 
printer, but we sometimes can't get to 
one and sometimes don’t want to. And 
sometimes it can be cheaper and quicker 
to do it ourselves with the silkscreen. 
But iTs really not just practical reasons 
either that anyone might want to get 
into this, since the actual process of 
doing ti can really be groovy in itself 
and can help in coming out with an 
exciting product and it's something we 
can learn and do together to help get 
out the ideas and information we think 
are important. 


^Alternate U is located at 530 
6 lh Ave.R Tel.989 0720 




silkscreening notes 
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THE NATIONAL LIBERATION 
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ON DECEMBER 10, HJO WON 
ALL OVER THIS COUNTRY Wi 


ANNOUNCE THE BIRTH OF A 
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Women representing the Journal o£ Ltb* 
eratlon from Beltlinore, OFF our Backs 
from Washing ton, Ain* t 1 A Woman from 
California and RAT and On from Under 
from New York, came together in N*Y# 
last month to a Women's Media Con¬ 
fer ence« The Conference turned out to 
mostly a down and we want to eic- 
plore some of the reasons why* 


Going to meet with other women, alJ 
involved m similar work collectives, we assumed that 
the conference would begin in a spirit of excitement, 
warmth, and sisterhood that would create a climate 
of openess stimulating a flow of ideas- Through an 
exchange of work experience we hoped that some of 
the issues that weVe been struggling with would be 
clarified and that we might leam from each other 
how to handle such practical problems as worksharing 
and distribution. , The expected solidarity, we 
thought, would produce a concrete base for future 
cooperation on projects like a women’s news service 
or joint distribution in some areas. 

The expectation of instant sisterhood did 
not allow our natural feelings of apprehensiveness at 
meeting many new women to come out in a way that 
we could ckal with them. Instead, the image of unity 
in sisterhood obscured real differences among our^ 
selves and because there was no way in which to deal 
with them, they had a stifling effect on us. 

Most of us entering the room felt uptighness 
permeating it that made us gravitate toward the food 
table or the already familiar faces. Not letting out our 
fears made us even more insecure and selfconscious. 
Feeling separated we found ourselves checking each 
other out in old fucked up ways? by looks and 
clothes - catering to old biases of who is straight, 
hip, movement, etc, ^lecubting about other*> 
class background, sexuality, movement weight. Just 
on appear^ncs we guessed each other's political line: 
who’s a heavy feminist, who’s ’^sdll” male-oriented. 
Petty as these things are they leveal the class 
background and distinction that operate in us. 

Seeing how eager most of the women were to 
break down to small groups, comforted those of us 
who felt that the alienation experienced was our 
individual hangup and made possible articulating 
some of the things that seperate us. Many of us 
shared the doubt about the purposes of our papers 
and the related problem of who we address ourselves 
to. Are we trying to raise consciousness within the 
movement or are we trying to reach out to non- 
movement sisters? The question of constituency led 
into the discussion on class which in some instances 


released an unexpected hostility. For example, in one 
group middle class women felt attacked by a woman 
who strongly identified herself as working class. It 
turned out to be extremely difficult for the middle 
class women to understand the mistrust that had built 
up in the working class sister because of her many 
bad experiences of being fucked over and manipu¬ 
lated by middle and upper class women in Women’s 
Liberation. Becuase of their preiveleges, middle class 
women have been able to articulate their own 
problems and assuming they were representing 
all their sisters. It was mainly their experiences that 
shaped the priorities and rhetoric of the Women’s 
Movement. Bad feelings intensified in die group as 
the middle class women felt their sincerity doubted, 
maintaining the position that the oppression common 
to all women cancels out class differences, [’’My 
parents may have been upper middle class but I never 
had any positive feelings of self worth." This coun¬ 
tered by the working class woman with “ but you 
could always feel superior to us.”] Some gay women 
objected because they felt being women identified 
rids women of all male structure like class. Another 
kind of mistrust was expressed by women who are 
married and/or have children or both whoVe experi¬ 
enced condescension from single women. This espec¬ 
ially affects working class women who find themsel¬ 
ves with fewer options to lead the kind of life they 
want. 

The discussion of class, In some groups, led to 
the question of who Is the enemy: Capltalisn or Male 
Supremacy? Is capitalism using and perpetuating male 
supremacy or is capitalism only a symptom of male 
supremacy? Defining the enemy sets priorities in our 
struggle and determines our allies which has an 
impact on how we see ourselves as women’s media. 
How do we relate to the rest of the Movement? To 
third world organization as white people who have to 
deal with our racism and as women to those third 
world organizations that are male dominated? Confii- 
sion arose over tj^ Issue that these male dominated 
organizations include sisters who are fighting with 
their brothers foir oppressed women and men. More 
over, these organizations are involved in a life and 
death struggle, thus creating priorities which relegate 
the struggle against sexism to the bottom of the list. 
Some women felt they no longer wanted to work 
with men because it drained their energy and diverted 
their attention from the Women’s Struggle . Further 
on the spectrum, were W'omen who felt that capital¬ 
ism is a male created systen and that the very struggle 
against it — analyses, strategies, are male defined and 
dominated. 

Part of the confusion stems from the question: 
if we do take ourselves seriously by focusing all our 
energies on the struggle of women and not relating to 
the third world struggle have we then copped out of 



dealing with our racism? This whole question revolves 
around the need to define clearly our constit uency 
which in most cases will limit what subjects we cover 
in our paper. Being consistent will make us a stronger 
force in the struggle and does not always necessarily 
mean that we withdraw our support. 

Adding to the confusioii was our not clarifying 
concepts like support and struggle. That al these 
differences came up indicates progress, but the spirit 
in which they were raised was a defensive and hostile 
one - an atmosphere that stifles and intimidates 
people rather than supporting a real learning process. 
An awareness that we operate on at least two 
different levels would perhaps help us in dealing with 
these issues. While we are capable of change and 
growth in consciousness we cannot completely root 
out the biases of sex, race, class that have been 
conditioned into us and which form part of our 
psychic makeup. Just acting on our seemingly good 
intentions without realizing where we and others are 
coming from is Liberal and contributes to more misun¬ 
derstandings. Another problem is how to reconcile 
the need to let out the hostilities stemming from class 
antagonism— with the need for developing greater 
sensitivity among women. 

The lioiicS came it the conference 

.were nol (^articular to this conference. They refleiLl 
real differences with the women's movement and 
probably within every women’s collective, both work¬ 
ing and living. The conference sharpened our aware¬ 
ness of how these issues, at times disguised as petty 
problems, function at RAT to drive us into largely 
artificial polarities, or into a state of powerlessness 
generating inertia. But in times of revolutionary 
change it is fucking hard to live and work by our 
vision. We must learn to share our confusions 
honestly and the process of struggle in theory and 
practice. We shouldn’t be discouraged to realize that 
we are not pure, but try to be in touch with the 
polarities that exist within us. Before we can talk 
about unity we have to struggle with the differences 
such as class which seperate us. 



You feft this morning, 
accompanied by my fast brave smile. 
There will be silence to greet you 
when you return again, 
confident^ 

to spend your love 

and sleep by my side 

and then leave me in my compartment 

until your loins next remind you 

of my existence^ 

/ will not have it! 

Even my body begins to lock its doors 
against you 

so that mornings leave me 

nursing the pain of a womb clenched 

against desire. 

Surely the pain of final loss 
can be no worse than this - 

better to He alone, remembering 
the curve of your Ups 
than He beneath you while 
my heart smothers 


ifi silent screams. 
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tfo women, PBtiflcifl McT-CflU fliid 
Ivlan Bogart, were appreheod- 
d as suspects in sn alleged 
Irebomblng of the Royal Hat- 
.onal Bank at 28th Sc and 5th 
kveoue at 1:30 am “^ursday 
December lo. In courc the 
lext day, ball was set at 
!25,000 for Patricia McLean, 
.«.i filS.OOO for Vivian Bogart. 


go to press no indict¬ 
ment has been returned agalnsi 
them, except for possession 
of false Identification agalni 
at Vivian Bogart. 









The December 20 celebr:itions organ¬ 
ized by women across Ihe United Slates 
are one part of a growing anti-imperial¬ 
ist women’s movement. 

At tills time there are three large 
events being planned. One is the De¬ 
cember 20 actions-like the Bail Fund 
House of Detention demonstration in 
NYC, the announcement of a Mme Binh 
health clinic in Washington, D.C.—which 
emphasize projects women will be work¬ 
ing on in moil ills to come, done in the 
name of solidarity with the Vietnamese. 

Another is the March 8 liiteniational; 
Women’s Day demonstration in Wash-. 
ington, D.C,, a march on the Pentagon.. 
This was intated by the Vietnamese 
themselves- they said they wanted de-, 
monstrations to tie in witli tlie confer- ’ 
ence in Canada op March 24. American 
and Canadian women decided that it ^ 
was also important to continue the 
tradition of Internaiional Women’s Day 
in tills country and that both could be 
done togetlier. The international holi¬ 
day around this demonstration will be 
extended to include March b and 7 as , 
well. There will be problems getting a ' 
large number of women to Washington, 
D.C. and some women will want to hold 
solidarity demonstrations closer to 
home. But for women who want to 
come to Washington we should all work 
together to make sure that money pro¬ 
blems and child<are problems do not 
hold them back. 50,000 women march* 
ing on tlie Pentagon. Qutasight! 

The third activity is the conference 
with Vietnamese and Cambodian wo¬ 
men in Canada starting March 24. The' 
idea of the conference between North 
American and Indochinese women was- 
developed in conversations among 
North Vietnamese women. Wcmien's 
Strike fevr PeaLL- DVSPi ind Vrdee o? 
Women in Canada t^VOW)^ an organiza¬ 
tion simitar to WSP. The conference was 
to have been held in October 1970 but 
has been postponed until Spring 1971. 
Tliis was necessary because of the a- 
mount iA vsork involved on all sides in 
order lo make the meeting happen the 
wav evervuiie wanted it, A conference 
was held in Budapest between the Asian 
women and American women in Octo¬ 
ber. At this time several things were 
decided. The March conference would 
be held in three Canadian cities, Mon- 
trcaL Toronto and Vancouver succes- - 
sively so that women from all regions of 
North America could go. The Asian 
women said they wanted to meet separ¬ 
ately with their ‘old friends’ (WSP and 
VOW) and their 'new friends’ (women j 
in Third World groups, and in women’s i 
liberation). The cbnstituencics repre¬ 
sented will be divided approximately 
equally among Canadian women, Third 
World women, and white American wo¬ 
men. Other than this, the content and 
the format of the conferences have not 
been decided upon. Women in the dif¬ 
ferent regions who want to participate 
in the planning of the conference will 
draw up an agenda and women of 
different regions will decide who among 
them will go to the conference. 

The Canadian women will lake care 
of the arrangements for the Asian wo¬ 
men while in Canada (travel, meals, 
lodging, etc.). The American women 
will raise the money for expenses. Since 
the USSR has agreed to pay for tlie 
round-trip from MOscow to Canada for 
the Asian women, this figure has been 
calculated to be about S 13,000 at this 
time (subject to change). So there is a 
lot of fund-raising to do. Minutes of 
meetings of the East Coast can be 
obtained tiirough RAT. 

Since Ihe rcceni events in Quebec 
there have been disagreement over whe¬ 
ther or not one of tlie conferences 
should be held in .Montreal among the 
women in Montreaf Last week RAT 
received a letter fioni the FLF (Front 
de Liberation des Femmesf in Montreal: 


On December 20 we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the founding of the 
NLF and the birth of the U.S. women’s anti-imperialist movement It is fitting 
that this day be one of celebration for rather than demonstration against. Too 
often in the midst of the horrors and atrocities perpetrated by U.S. imperialism, 
we forget that we are not only trying to bring down a system but that we are 
also struggling for a new world, a new woman and a new man, a new life for all 
people. We must remember that revolution is a process which embodies within it 
the life force of a vision of a new world, a process which liberates our 
consciousness and affirms our humanity. 

When we celebrate on December 20, we will be striking a blow at the forces 
of male supremacy and imperialism and proclaiming ourselves on the side of life 
and freedom with the Vietnamese and all other people struggling for control of 
their own lives. All anti-imperialist movements—from women's liberation to the 
Tupamaros, striking GIM workers to the Red Guards, from Woodstock Nation to 
he Black Panther Party—contain within them the force of life which will 
ultimately defeat the death machine of imperialism, 

A battle rages daily throughout the world, sometimes loudly as in Southeast 
Asia, at other times quietly as in a women's consciousness-raising group or the 
birth of a Cuban child. The contrast between the revolutionary process with its 
vision of a new world and the dying, old order can be seen all around us. 

^ It is a Vietnamese woman with a gun, a book and a child or a B-52. 

fej 



It is the increasing harvests of China and Cuba or a bomb ^ ^ 
crater in North Vietnam. ^ 

It is that simple; it is the possibility of the future. J f 

Women can play an important role in this battle. W'e know what we need—we 
want bread and roses, life and freedom. The woman’s movement contains a spirit 
of sisterhood which has developed out of our aWakening from the false 
consciousness of personal failing to the understanding that collectfvely we can 
struggle and win. This understanding is common to all people who are involved 
in a revolutionary process. Ours is a struggle of joy—we are liberating what is 
truly human in all of us, a spirit of cooperation and love, lo replace the old 
forms which were determined by the needs of imperialism. Ours is a new need. 

This is a time for rejoicing, not a time for tears. We will remember every 
needless death caused by U.S. imperialism-every Vietnames, every malnourished 
child in Latin America, every industrial “accident,’’ every woman on the illegal 
abortionist's table, every Black Panther—but our rage will not be a hollow 
outcry. It will be the energy behind the building of a new world, transformed 
through collective struggle for control of our lives. We will never forget )oe Hill's 
last words, sent to his followers the night before his execution: "Don't 
mourn—organize! ” 

® BUFFALO WOMEN'S LIBERATION 

ANTI-IMPERIALIST WORK PROJECT 
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Hello! 

It is time to clarify our position rn 
face of -the International conference of 
Anti-Imperialist women arranged for 
March. 

We have decided not to participate 
there for the following reasons: 

The majority of Quebecois were 
unanimously In agreement with the con¬ 
tents of the Manifesto of the FLQ. The 
legislature, seized by panic, had only 
one solution: repression. Many com¬ 
rades are in prison. Two members of the 
Front de Liberation des Femmes have 
been imprisoned. The left has difficulty 
getting organized, and we did not know, 
moreover, how far the police offensive 
would go. 

The War Measures Act is in force 
until April and we are convinced that 
the situation will not be favorable for 
such a conference. 

We must now re-examine and re-ori- 
ent our politics. The events have shown 
us to which point it is urgent for us to 
work primarily and above all with Que¬ 
becois. We are oppressed not only as 
women but also as Quebecois franco¬ 
phones (french-speaking), colonized by 
the Anglo-American capittalists. Our pri¬ 
ority can be only to work with the mass 
of Quebecois women. 


Moreover, in the climate of repres¬ 
sion, it will be impossible to gather 
together a sufficient number of Que¬ 
becois in order to participate fully at 
the conference. 

If such a conference is organized in 
Montreal by the English^Canadians, the 
Americans or representatives of any 
other ethnic minorities, we inevitably 
interpret this deed as another manifesta¬ 
tion of colonialism which we undergo 
daily. 

Besides, it is impossible for us to 
guarantee the security of the Vietnamese 
women. In reaction to the action of the 
FLQ, some neo-fascist groups have 
formed and have already announced 
some threats against some FLQ sym- 
' pathizers. 

We am, however, very conscious of 
the importance of this meeting. We 
hope that the Canadian government will 
permit the women of Third World coun¬ 
tries to come to Toronto and Van¬ 
couver, If possible, several among us will 
come to Toronto so that we can talk 
together of the struggle we are waging. 

We wish also to clarify our position 
in regards to Marlene Dixon and her 
friends. Marlene is a professor at McGii! 
University (anglophone); she has neither 
appeared at Montreal Women's Libera- 


At tliis time it seems that one of the 
conferences will not be in Montreal. Far 
more serious are the antagonisms among 
different groups in Montreal. It is im¬ 
possible for American women to sup¬ 
port different factions at this time—in 
fact, it would be manipulative to do 
so-because we understand so little 
about Quebec, Hopefully, before too 
long women there will be able to stru¬ 
ggle together. 

All of the above mentioned activities 
are only highlights in a movement which 
is just starting but they can help provide 
a framework for out-reach work linking 
women’s liberation to Third World 
struggles against Amerikan imperialism. 
Some projects started are a special 
supplement being printed by Off Our 
Backs, an educational packet with arti¬ 
cles on the war. women in Third World 
struggles.etc., and the poster printed in 
RAT centerfold done by women in 
Boston. The educational packet will be 
circulated from group to group - women 
adding things to it with in formal ion 
which will be fielpful for speaking, 
writing Jeafiets. articles, etc. Poetry, 
songs and graphics should alsti be in¬ 
cluded, You can send tilings which you 
think might be helpful to Off Our Backs 
ill Washington and you can get marc 
information if you want to participate 
in any of these projects or are interested 
in starling something different from 
there. 

NYC ANTLIMPERIAUST 

There will 

be a December 20 dcmimslration at the 
House of Detention at 3:00 p.m. A rally 
there will include speakers on the Prison 
system, the black community in NYC, 
and speakers from the Young Lords. I 
Wur Kuen u id if :* Ai "i-Imperialist 
croup Lcjf!:::* '-"c : a 

sL'jiion Cjit Ur v'bij'uod 
(\“outh against War and Fascism) at 46 
W. 21st Si. There will be a meeting at 
339 Lafayette St. on Thursday, Dec, 17 
at 6:30 to discuss the politics and 
tactics of the demount "-if in. Also, tite 
Committee to Aid the NLF i- planning a 
dinner and ce]ebratit>U' on that day see 
ad in this issue. 

A meeting of the New York City 
March 8 group will be held December 
15, Tuesday, at 8:00 pm at the Tomp¬ 
kins Square Community Center, 9lh St. 
and Ave. B, which is the day RAT 
comes out. If you are interested and 
miss tlie announcement you can call 
982-4961 for a run-down on what’s 
happening. 

At this time a cohesive group in New 
York to work toward the March 24 
conference in Canada is just getting 
starlcd after two months of meetings of 
many different women in NYC. Women 
who want to participate either individu¬ 
ally or as members of organizations 
should call Proe Greenblatt (924-2906) 
or Susan Holstrom (674-0050) to find 
out how to get ill toucli with other 
women who are forming this group. 

tion or at the FLF in Quebec. She has 
lived here tor a year and a half and she 
has never been able to communicate 
directly with us because she still doesn't 
speak French. She is not able to speak 
in any fashion in our name nor in that 
of any Quebecois (in Quebec, there are 
85% francophones). We will be very 
happy to communicate regularly with 
you but without an intermediary. Our 
address is the following: 

Front de Liberation des Femmes du Quebec 
3694 Ste-Famihe 
Montreal 
(514) 844-5838 

We think that the best way to strug¬ 
gle with you and with the women of the 
world, is actually to direct all our 
energy to organize the liberation strug¬ 
gle of the Quebecois. 

Vive le Quebec Libre! 

Vive ia lutte de liberation des femmes! 

Front de Liberation des Femmes dui-Quebec 












Three ststers and three brothera- 
Claudia Conlne, Joyce PLecha, Sharon 
Krebs, Christopher Trenkle and Robin 
Palmer were captured by police acting 
from Information supplied by at least 
one informer • Steve Weiner- in the 
early hours of I>ec. 4th, outside the 
First National City Bank at 9Ist St. 
and Madison. The Inditement read at 
their arraignment contained one count 
of conspiracy in the 2nd degree, one 
of attempt to commit arson in the 2nd 
degree, one of attempting to commit 
criminal mischief In the first degree, 
and four counts of possession of weap¬ 
ons and dangerous instruments and app¬ 
liances. 

These charges can bring a total of 
II years in Jail for each of the defen¬ 
dants if found guilty. All except Rob¬ 
in Palmer had ball set at $50,000. 
Robin's bail, probably because the DA 
wanted to pick him out as the leader 
in the alleged 'conspiracy', was set 
St $250,000. 

The straight media by sensationally 
reporting the system's charges and 
suspicions against the six (including 
Sharon Kreb's connection to Rat), 
played on people's hysteria and as 
usual succeeded in dehumanising the 
people they mentioned. 

But we all know who the real Inhuman 
monsters are, and we oust learn from 
this experience to ensure that we lose 
no more of our own family to their pri¬ 
sons. 

From this bust, and from the facts 
about all the other pig infiltrators 
we are learning , we must act on 
taking ourselves seriously immedlatedly 

The last months frame-up in the 
Bronx, the outrageous prison sentences 
coming down in some states for'consp¬ 
iracy', and our growing awareness of 
how infiltrators work have brought us 
all closer together,. However, while 
we must grow tighter, we must not at 
the same time make the mistake of slip¬ 
ping into useless paranoia. We must 
follow through efficiently with secur 
ity checks (elsewhere in the paper ve 
have suggestions for doing these 
checks), and learn to develop that 
heightened consciousness and awareness 
of eachother that is grounded in love 
as Is spoken about so beautifully in 
the new Weather statement. 'They' Cake 
us seriously, 'they' act from fear too- 
a hierarchical,rigid fear that can and 
must be met with all the flexible, 
subtle forme of collective solidarity 
and organization that we can develop. 

The handling of this case by the D.A. 
makes It clear that the 'legal' system 
will support the people who 'own' and 
control property in this country. As 
can be seen from the inditement, no 
thought, let alone action, against 
'their' possessions. The full count of 
att«iipt to commit criminal mischief in 
the first degree reads- 

"The defendants... with the Intent 
,to damage the property of another person 
valued In excess of $1500, and having 
no right to do so, and no reasonable 
grounds to believe Chat they had such 
a right, attempted to damage the First 
National City Bank at Madison Avenue 
and 9l8t St." 

This charge of attempting to damage 
a building ('having no right to do so'), 
can bring several years in jail to the 
defendants. 








of Steve 


Weiner, the pig responsible for help- 
Tn^^ust six people last week. 

He now has a goatee and a mustache 
(add your own),. He probably cannot 
bu used around movement groups again, 
but we should still continue to find 
out about the way he worked, and raise 
eachother's consciousness about who we 
should crust and work with. 

Many of the people who remember 
him hanging around movement groups say 
now that they had suspicions about him 
but never checked him out thoroughly. 
He used to go Co meetings and demon- 
acrationa, but never calked aich, and 
'^though superficially friendly, never 
got really close with anyone. 

If anyone can remember more about 
Steve Weiner or can provide leads- 
contact Rat i 228-4460, 4670. 


Where Is the mechanism that can 
charge, and bring to Justice, the 
people and the power structure that did 
not 'attempt to damage', but KILLED- 

Fred Hampton 

Hundreds of thousands of Vietnamese 
people 

Countless G.I.s 

having no right to do so. 

and maims at home and abroad millions 
more children, women and men- 
HAVING NO RIGHT TO DO SOI 

It is a hard and slow process to 
identify and attack the few rich vill¬ 
ains, supported by their banker lackeys 
who wreak havoc on the world evry hour 
of every day. The world Is not theirs 
to possess or destroy.lt belongs to us 
all and It must be taken back from 
these few and shared amongst us all. 

NO MORE PRIVATE PROPERTY', 

NO MORE banks: 

NO MORE MONEY! 

FREE THE PIGGY BANK 61 


Defense and support ; 

A defense coiaBittee,'The 
Family Trust' has been formed' 
and can be contacted chruogh 
245-3575,76 
228-4460, 4670. 
iMall Address: Family Trust 

c/o Lubell, Lubell , 
Flue & Schasp 
103 Park Ave., 
NYC, NT 10017 
Send money, letters, books, 

!newspapers, etc. to the above 
address, and contact the 
defense committee by phone or 
mall if you can help. 

I Wednesday. Decenber 16 th Is 
I Claudia's birthday* Come to 
I a party In the atreet begln- 
jnlng at 6;30 pn, outside the 
[Women's House of 0 on 6th Ave 
and 8th St.'. HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
CLAUDIA'.! 

















Letter from Sharon Krebs 


Etecember 10 
The People are in Prison 
A Message to the Women's Movement 

Several times in the last few years J 
have given up hope. The hundreds of 
contradictions assailed me and the enor¬ 
mity of what I saw as our task over¬ 
whelmed me. The power of the state 
seemed total and our efforts appeared 
to be childish and irrelevant. 

Good people were going to jah and 
even dying in a cause that increasingly 
filled me with doubt and uncertainties. 
Far away the National Liberation Front 
seemed to be fighting decisively and 
intelligently for somethuig worth win¬ 
ning, but we here seemed to be flound¬ 
ering. If they were fish in water, we 
seemed to be goldfish in a bowl. 

It’s not that I had lost faith in the 
“people'", it's that I didn't know where 
the people were and whether they had 
any knowledge or understanding of 
what needs to be done or why we seek 
to do it. Then I was busted and came 
to the Women’s House. I think it's the 
most important thing that ever hap¬ 
pened to me. Because the “people" are 
here — by definition. If they supported 
the order and its laws, they wouldn't 
have gotten here. The question is “ who 
will they support when they get out? 

The women behind bars are, first of 
all, stronger than portrayed in any 
Woman's Liberation propaganda. They 
sing, they rail at the guards, they can be 
hilariously funny, and they have worked 
out totally female, macho-less ways of 
thwarting the power of the authorities. 

Primarily they counteract the au¬ 
thoritarianism of the guards by treating 
each other with dignity and respect, in a 
way that fnovement ]>eop!e have never 
leatned. Fney 20 “': borrow a pin or a 
match from one another withdnt cour¬ 
teously asking for permission first. And 
that is because they have enormous 
respect for each other as capable human 
beings who car. "deal’* with those who 
iheir enemies. In che move¬ 
ment, people sloppily shit all over each 
other, showing that they regard !hem- 
selves and everyone else as just impotent 
punks. Here, everyone knows that each 
one of these women is tough — or she 
wouldn't be here, and, being here, could 
not survive. 

Here they sit, busted for dope, for 
petty and grand larceny, for homicide 
and for just being on the wrong side of 
landlords, boyfriends, and clerks. They 
are shunted around, stripped and 
searched, locked by two’s in tiny, maxi¬ 
mum security cells 20 hours a day. They 
are fed Laddie Boy, poisonous tunafish, 
decaying meat, powdered milk and 
mountains of potatoes. They never see 
fresh vegetables or fruit except through 
the windows, if their cells have a view of 
Greenwich Square. 

Most of them have been here for 
awhile, unable to pay the ransom the 
judges arbitrarily set as bail. They return 
to court regularly, waiting for hours to 
see a judge, hoping for bail reductions. 
Scratched into the wall of one of the 
bull pens at 100 Centre Street, this 
message: “My bail is $1000. for $17.” 
My friend, L, down the corridor, said 
yesterday, “We live in B corridor, that 
means we hi^ here when they come and 
we he here when they go.” 

“They” generally refers to the 
“hoes” who flit in and out of the 
Women's House like birds of paradise, 
busted on the “hoe stroll” one night, 
bailed out by their “daddies” the next, 
and back on the hoe stroll the night 
after, sometimes not in long enough to 
lose their pencilled eyebrows. 

And the rest try to keep thfmselves 
together, hoping for mail, for visitors, 
and for luck to be visited upon their 


One of the ways the man fucks us oirer Is by giving ub privilege* All of us who 
are white and mlddle^claae have shared the sense of hoplessness that Sharon talks 
about In her letter. It is ironic that now. In an institution designed to crush her 
spirit, she Is filled with hope and determination about the struggle. 

The women’s movement is beginning to try to reach out across class lines, Shsron, 
Claudia and Joyce can provide invaluable insights to all of us about the nature of 
class divisions.But Just as they count on us for support in their legal struggles and 
their physical isolationj so we must count on them not to romanticize the eicperience. 
We must all learn from these letters^ and pledge ourselves to continue to develop 
the important dialogue begun here. We must bridge Che Isolations that still exist 
between eachother^ so that no-one else need act from desperation. 

The women's movement did fall you, Sfaaronj Claudia and Joyce, and it failed every 
woman Inside every Jail, But we can still learn and grow from our mistakes, and hope 
you can share in that belief with us, 

POWER TO ALL THE BEAUTIFUL SISTERS IN THE HOUSE OF Dl We grow from your loving to 
a new consciousness of the tasks that lie ahead, -— 


incompetent legal aid lawyers. Mean¬ 
while they work oot ways of communi¬ 
cating between floors, seeing their 
friends in different parts of the building 
and keeping up with relevant news from 
inside and outside. 

The night of the NJ. oil refinery^ 
bombing the guards were visibly shaken. 
They had seen the fireball from here 
and had reason to take it personally. 
They told us “something is happening 
and you'll surely find out about it 
tomorrow.” We did. 

Yesterday we learned that S has Just 
come back to her floor from 10 days in 
a bare strip cell, after being beaten by 5 
male guards and thrown in there naked 
and handcuffed. 

People here fondly remember Afeni 
and Joan. There are still signs of their 
organizing work. They even remember 
us out on the street below. 

Everyone knows of Angela. All 750 
women know her and they say her name 
with a certain amount of awe. “Did you 
seeAngela today?” They are hoping she 

wins her extradictioii fight. Firstly, be- 
cau^ they know u will go badly for her 
in California, and secondly because they 
aft love her and leam from her. She Is a 
shining example of black womanhood, 
kind, intelligent, strong and righteous. 
She conducts exercise classes, loans out 
her many good books and presses every¬ 
one to follow her example in fighting 
for all their rights with her. Each 
woman knows that she could be an 
Angela Davis. 

As white movement women we are 
often asked if we are hippies, if we are 
going home tomorrow, and if we would 
“bomb” certain favorite targets after we 
get out. We are a combination of child¬ 
ren and superwomen. They watch us 
stand on our heads, practice karate and 
run around the roof. 

Nobody sees us cry, nobody ever 
hears us beg, and every day we become 
more useful to the women among whom 
we are privileged to live. We help them 
with our white-collar ^ills, spelling 
words for letter-writers, addressing en¬ 
velopes, writing petitions — and requests 
for the semi-literate, and teaching what 
we know to all who ask. At present a 
book is being written about life in the 
Woman's House by my friend P and I 
am copy-editing it. (P can't spell worth 
a damn, but she sure can write) and 
slowly smuggling it out of here. 

Claudia, Joyce and I hope that the 
women's movement in New York will 
devote itself to improving the abysmal 
conditions in the Women's House. It is 
not a liberal issue “ in a way, it's ver>'^ 
self-serving, since most of us will be here 
sootier or later. Bailing out a few hoes is 
a kind gesture, but putting creative and 
forceful womanpower to the enormous 
task of taking care of our sisters and 
ourselves is a primary- need. Those 
motherfuckers in the mayor’s offices 
must be forced to provide us with 
medicine, competent doctors, proper 
diets, vitamins, and humane treatment. 
We three and more dedicate ourselves to 
working for this from within and with¬ 
out. 



The pigs haven't arrested the revolution. They only 
' get the lightweights ^ Esso OU goes up in flames the 
night the jail doors slam on us. That’s proof enough — 
There is growing that competent guerrilla force to 
destroy the blood-drenched war machine. 

The first day in jail Angela Davis gave us Alexander 
Berkman's prison diary — Beckman's a Russian 
anarchist, shot at the robber Baron Fisk — and missed 
- The end of the second chapter said, “Have I failed? 
FadedWe felt so STUPID. NEVER work with 
people you don't KNOW and LOVE - Love is the 
key. To be anxious, is to be foolish. 

Please, our beautiful sisters and brothers LEARN this 
time — Don’t let the foolish 6 go to waste — learn 
^that words and actions are only 2/3 of where it*s at. 
EMOTION - that purported realm of the female is 
the final 1/3. Feelings - use them — develop them - 
The people to work with are in your heart = Don't 
just fill Jobs no matter how simple — This isn't IBM, 
Nothing happens overnight — except a useless arrest. 

The next thing U — informer pigs are not afraid of 
retaliation — All of us should be subject to being 
questioned — no one is exempt. If you suspect 
someone throw them up against the wall - We don't 
mean this figuratively, DO IT. We have to scare the 
shit out of them and more — We are fighting a war, 
the struggle is too advanced for a flower child 
attitude — If we are liberal well lose. It's about time 
we learned our faults and understood our weaknesses. 

We Jove more each day, 
Joyce, Claudia, Sharon 











When Jack Weatherford came to court In July 1970, 
he was probably the best fike and most trusted person 
m the movement [n South Carolina. He testified that 
his job for the previous year had been to infiltrate 
and report on radical political activities in the state. 
At the time of his testimony, he had just been 
accepted as a special applicant to the Venceremos 
Brigade. He had applied late (probably for the FBI) 
and had passed special screening by peopte in Atlanta 
and New York. 

For me It was an extraordinary betrayal, mingling 
personal with fX>litical treachery. JacK had been one 
of my closest friends for a year. He had first played 
country music for me, taught me about Southern 
foods, even pretended I was his wife so that we could 
both visit his brother In jaiL 

His testimony in that trial resulted in a conviction 
and an 18 month sentence. His investigations may 
have helped convict 3 coffeehouse operators as 
"public nuisances''; they are appealing 6 year senten- 


We later discovered that sometime during David's 
arrest and triai, Jack became friendly with Columbia's 
SuperNarc, and they began a relationship. 

Early in the summer of '69, Weatherford was busted 
for selling acid. The bust became the critical lever in 
the making of the pig. It is standard proceedure to 
offer a deal — no prosecution in exchange for 
informing. But Jack got s special offer. The State 
Law Enforcement Division would hire hime to be an 
undercover agent; they would not prosecute him or 
the friend he was busted with; they would pay his 
tuition so that he could build his grade point average 
for graduate school. They might have used David, 
already in prison and so completely under their 
control, as additional pressure. They could have 
threatened to move David to a less desirable prison, 
to take away his priveleges and/or put him fn solitary 
confinement They might not have needed any 
'threats* 





Weatherford is the oldest of a poor, white. South 
Carolina army family, he worked his way through 
college in 3 yearb, always fearing his dad would be 
killed in Viet Nam and the burden of supporting the 
other kids would be on him. He was the first in his 
family to get a BA. After college he served 6 months 
in the National Guard, married, made a downpay¬ 
ment on a house,went to work for the State 
Department of Mental Health. 


ces. At least ten more of us face possible maximum 
sentences of 15 years each, rising from a university 
indident he helped provoke* 


Weatherford was bored with his old job; he desperate¬ 
ly wants the security of a PhD. Too, his field was 
sociology and this seemed an Interesting way to really 
learn the objective truth about political radicals, he 
later told me. 


Those kind of rednecks make up Jack's people. 
Because he's gone to college, he's a step above them, 
and he knows it. He is also more sophisticated* He is 
opposed to the war, and (now) describes himself 
politically as a liberal. He had relatives among the 
people who overturned the schoolbuses in Lamar, 
South Carolina last spring as a protest against 
integration. 


Columbia, South Carolina could be Anytown, Amer' 
ika. It has about 100,000 inhabitants. The black poor 
live in pockets sprinkled through the city, many on 
dirt roads without any municipal services like sewage 
or trash collection. The white poor tend to cluster 
near the mills, which are non union and horribly 
oppressive. The mill owners and moneyed people 
manipu' late the racism of the whites for their own 
ends. There are vestiges of the Klan, and violence is 
always near the surface. There is no liberal tradition* 


Columbia sees itself as a cosmopolitan center in a 
country of rednecks - people so oppressed that they 
can't comprehend their oppression. Columbia is the 
slate capital. Besides the state legislature, it harbors 
the state university and Fort Jackson, a major 
military installation and an economic pillar of the 
town. 


Columbia, and places like W aii over the country, 
supply the bodies to execute the Man's imperialism. 
Men volunteer to go into the Army (though not as 
much as before the Indochinese War) out of duty and 
boredom and lack of other possibilities, and their 
women, wives and mothers, proudly display gaudy, 
sentimental silk kerchiefs embroidered 'MOM' and 
'When I die I'm sure to go to Heaven 'cause 1 served 
my time in Viet Nam.' 


4 *. 


Weatherford had perfect qualification for his new 
role. Because he was covertly homosexual, he had had 
much practice hiding an important part of his life. He 
was from the area; people trusted him; his back’ 
ground story was believable. Under other circum¬ 
stances he might easily have become a radical. 


The pigs played on his chauvanism. He could exercise 
a kind of fatherly responsibility over the lives of 
innocent and vulnerable people, they told him. His 
main assignment was to "get Bursey" a local move¬ 
ment brother who had had the audacity to burn the 
Confederate flag publicaily as a protest against racism 
some months before. In addition, he could help bust 
the pushers who were ruining people's lives with 
dope, and perhaps counter the growing radical move* 
ment on campus. They f>romised never to make him 
testify against or participate in the arrest of a person 
he 


In January '69, Jack went to the Nixon counter¬ 
inaugural, apparently at the height of his dissatisfac¬ 
tion with electoral politics. Shortly thereafter, he 
split with his wife, began several relationships with 
men, and got bery involved with dope. Then his 
brother David was arrested with another boy for 
attempted robbery. The other boy's parents had 
money; he was release with a suspended sentence. 
David was held 180 days in pre-trial confinement, 
because he could not raise ball, then given one to 8 

years. Jack claimed that injustice completed his 
radicali^ation. i found it all quite convincing. 

/ 
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In some ways. Jack represents to me what it would 
mean to be crazy. His life seems a study in disintegra- 
categorized in little boxes which do not go together. 
Being an agent was just one particularly destructive 
box* My understanding^ of his pigdom now, is as an 
expression of confused self-hatred — the kind of 
seif-hatred which can come from Internalizing oppres¬ 
sor's values. One of his techniques of survival was to 
develop a very 'together' facade, to repress all the 
contradic- tions in his life which might hurt him. 


r .%0 



The fundamental contradiction was of course politi¬ 
cal. In one box he kept all that he knew about the 
'problems' of Amerika; his family's poverty, the 
injustice done to David, rampant racism, the War. In 
another, he kept his belief that with enough school 
degrees and property be could make a good fife for 
himself* 

Similarly with his sexuality. He kept his involvements 
with men secret and sef>erate from his more accefst¬ 
able relationships with women. 

His participation in dope culture is an even better 
example. Although he was engaged in a moral crusade 
against dope, he was very much a part of the dope 
world,sometimes tripping 4 or 5 times a week. At one 
point a close friend and fellow doper 
worried that Jack would completely flip out he was 
so heavily into drugs. Around me, however. Jack 
talked about how destructive drugs like acid and 
mescaline and feared they could destroy a person's 
spirit. 

I was opposed to drugs for fxilitical reasons - I 
thought they provided an excuse for political busts. 
Weatherford agreed with that posistion and may have 
saved me from a set-up bust. It is ironic, to say the 
least,that Jack may well have saved me from a dope 
bust out of friendship* and set me up (by provoca¬ 
tion) on political charges out of duty. 


Sometimes the contraatctKjn mergita Simpse hvrc: 
crisy , however. As when the city narcs were having a 
race with the county narcs about making the most 
dope busts, and Weatherford helped set up several 
'grass' busts for his lover in the county division * 


If we had known about the contradictions, we might 
have been alert to the more serious tip-offs that he 
was an agent. I feel that during many of the first 
months he was infiltrating us be was moved by much 
of our analyis. But he was not involved in any sort of 
conciousness raising; in that time he never made the 
vital connections between 'abstract' politics and his 
life. 


I remember a conversation we had Immediately 
after Christmas last year, when Jack talked about 
how useless political effort was, how we should all 
give up. I was struck at the time by a particular 
desperation in his voice* I remember the conver¬ 
sation well because it was the last of a series of good 
conversations we had had through the falL Although 
we spent some time together through the winter and 
spring, we were never again so close. Then I attribu* 
ted it to increased pressure from external political 
events. Now I wonder if that conversation (he 
disappeared to the beach for several days after) 
marked a turning t>oint. If he had come almost to 
believe in our radical politics, and had become almost 
too fond of us to continue being dishonest, he might 
have had to move our box farther away from his 
feelings to continue his job. 

It is tantalizing to think how close we might have 
come to converting Weatherford. I tend to believe, if 
he had been a woman attending conciousness raising 
all fall we would have won him over. The idea is not 
far fetched; 4 men who had originally gone to the 
UFO coffeehouse as agents for Military Intelligence 
came forward to testify for the defense. On a main 
street where merchants went out of their way to bilk 
soldiers, the coffeehouse had been remarkably non- 
exploitative and the concern and committment of the 
coffeehouse folks had won them over* 
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After his bust in July, Weatherford did discrete dope 
busts all summer. He registered at the university in 
the fall, and then became co-chairman of the local 
SSOC/SDS group. He seemed really tied into the 
spirit of the group; he wasn't interested in running 
things, or being a star; he was always around doing 
shitwork and talking to people. People respected him; 
he (accidently?} recruited some realty good people to 
the movement. He also played on the doubts of the 
alienated. He helped convince one guy to drop out of 
school, polittcs, and our commune. 

In January, city, county, and state pigs ((irobably 
with federal encouragement) busted the coffeehouse. 
They arrested the operators, padlocked the door It 
was such clear repression that all "fairminded" people 
in Columbia were outraged, For the next few months 
most (Mlitical energy went into defense and efforts to 
reopen a shop. Jack wasn't very involved with that, 
although he became very fond of some folks from 
Boston who came down to help in the emergency. He 
even asked one woman to stay and live with him. 



At the end of ‘End the Draft Week,* Weatherford 
took part in a draftboard trashing. Four guys threw a 
brick and a can of paint thru the draftboard window. 
The following day. Jack was arrested with Bursey, the 
brother he's been sent to get. at the university. The 
^ cte^ly knew exactly what ha d hai?fiened within 
hours after the action. \t was scary^ and we were 
somewhat shaken. We decided another of the four¬ 
some (who wasn't arrested) was an agent (he may 
welf be). 

ImmediaHey after Jack's arrest for the draft board 
action, David was thrown into solitary confinement. 
\t was just at the time he should have been coming 
eligible for parole. Fifteen days later he was moved to 
a different prison and released (as it turned out) on 
special orders direct from the governor. David did not 
go through the ordinary [ire-release proceedures. 



By the beginntng of May the campus was tense. 
Students had seen 'John Doe' warrants with names to 
be filled in after dope busts state legislators were 
pressing the school to keep GTs and longhairs out of 
the student union; the coffeehouse trial had just 
ended with 6 year sentences and $5000 fines, Nixon 
Cambodian invasion was a last straw. There were 
explosive rally and a sit-in; the National Guard was 
called on campus. Finally, during a rally before 
university disciplinary hearings, people occupied the 
Administration Building and trashed the treasurer's 
office. Weatherford was a major voice urging people 
to take the building and trash the IBM cards. Damage 
was not very extensive. The university replaced the 
cards within a few days. 

A film picked up by national TV showed Jack and 
Walker (the woman he lives with) climbing out a 
window of the administration building. There follow¬ 
ed 3 series of almost random arrests. I was pick up; 
Jack wasn't. 


After the university explosion I saw little of them. 

/ Jack seemed somewhat edgy around me. His talk 
now was constantly that we needed to change people 
not systems. Whenever we talked about my upcoming 
trial he advised me to spfit They' were sure to get 
f>eople this time, he said, and we both knew how bad 
the prison's were from David's experience. 

He applied to go to Cuba and vvas accepted but didn't 
go at Walker's request. Then in mid July be was called ^ 
out of class unexpectedly and put on the stand to 
convict one of the other participants in the draft ^ 
board trashing. There rs some evidence that he was ^ 
called to testify as a kind of fietty recrimination 
because he had refused an assignment to do an 
investigation of a 'homosexuai ring' at the university. 

When we first learned of Jack's double role, he 
took on an aura of Super Pig. There had been few 
discrepancies in bis background none in his finances. 

His discovery was largely a fluke? if he had been in 
Cuba, he might have returned with excellent move’ 
ment credentials and done more damage. 

After he surfaced some of us went to talk with him. 

We took a lawyer with us because we were apprehen¬ 
sive about talking to the Man - even if he was your 
friend. Most of what Jack said was standard liberal 
talk. He saw himself as being responsible for saving 
the country from the violence of a few wild-eyed 
crazies and the destruction and chaos they could 
create. He knew i was sincere, he told me, but so 
were the fanatics on the other on the other end of the 
political spectrum. When I said to him, 'Jack, you 
may send me to jail for several years", he responded, 
that perhaps jail woufd do me good, 


He believes the country has problems and that we 
need change„ But it musn't come so fast as to challenge 
the existing order, at least not before there i$ an 
alternative system which is just as workable as the 
old. After all, he said, we do have the best, most 
stable and most equitable system of government the c 
world has ever seen. '' 


Tooj he said, being an undercover agent is a disagree¬ 
able task, but in times like these, when the orderly 
fabric of Our Nation is threatened, someone must do 
It Setter to have a liberal than a facist pig. Liberals 
have enough integrity not to plant dope on us; but 
not enough to miss the excitement of a provacateur. 

The shock of his discovery brought our community 
closer together. We conciously fought the inevitable 
paranoia that came with the shock. We knew suspic- 
sion is the Man's game, that if we let ourselves be 
divided by Jack's discovery, we would be letting him 
do yet more destruction to our community. We came 
together to talk about Jack; we talked in pairs and 
groups. 


As we talked we found chinks in his story. Perhaps 
the most serious was that he had been busted on a 
serious charge (selling acid) and not brought to trial 
(a sure give-away that he was an informer, at least). 
His cover had been that he was coming up next ses¬ 
sion of court After several sessions we should have 
been curious. Also, although Jack had served 
months active duty in the National Guard, he never 
attended weekend reserve meetings after his bust He 
claimed his drug arrest made him unfit for service, 
but 3s he had never been convicted, that was clearly 
not the truth. Too, David was released from prison 
without going through the ordinary pre-release pro- 
ceedure. Our ignorance of the workings of the prison, 
system hurt us. 



Friends 



fn terms of simple security meausres, we should 

work out what things we can say over the phone, in 
houses and in offices. We should code address books 
we carry with us (any code will do) and not carry 
more information than we need. Above all, when 
there is susf>icion we've got to check it out. Try to 
ask as many factual questions as possible. Ask the 
suspect verbally (instead of using a form) and record 
answers. Ramparts magazine lists a sample series of 
securit y que stions in its Dec. 1970 issue: 

Military history is easy to check out; Selective 
Service Reg. 1606.32(a)(1) gives any person 
with written authority (signed and dated) of 
the registrant the right to examine the file. 
Insist on that permission and check it out. Also 
look at suspect's draft card. 

* Check out car ownership and driving record. 
Ask for a description of last 2 cars, with names 
of legal and registered owners and license plate 
numbers. Most State Dept, of Motor Vehicles 
will release individual drivers records and car 
ownership information for a small fee. 

Question past marriages, divorces or 
separatjons witfi dates and bcaitons^ Also 
births of children, civil or criminal court actions 
and any traffic tickets. Clerk's offices of 
superior, municipal, smalt claims and traffic 
courts have last name indexes and files for all 
crimkial, civil, divorce, and traffic cases. 


Ask to see financial records: bank or check 
books, etc. Any merchant who subscribes to a 
credit bureau can get information on anyone 
who's ever bought anything on crediL 

Ask about health stuff, particularly 
hospitalizations, visits to doctors, medications. 
It can be checked out easily through movement 
doctors who have easy access to nearly all 
medical records. 

* Standard information about fast 4 schools 
attended, last 4 or 5 jobs (place, date of 
employment, kind of job and reason for leav¬ 
ing) can be checked by phone calls and letters. 

* There are good sources for address informa¬ 
tion: check out suspect's former addresses as 
well as those of parents, stepparents; RX. Polk 
Co. publishes a City Directory In 3 sections. 
First Is an alphabetized lists of heads of 
households usually husbands name, but Includ¬ 
ing spouse's job, employer and address. Section 
2 is indexed by street address and Sect. 3 by 
telephone number. Haines Co/s Addressakey is 
similar but usually more geographically com¬ 
plete both are available in libraries. Also county 
assessor's offices have complete listings of all 
real estate owners. 
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The Revolutionary Peoples Constitutional Convention 
will be held at Howard University in Wash. DC Nov.27-29 


The Revoliifionary Feople*s Cansfimnoml ConveH- 
I km was ealled hy ihe Black Pan! her Party for November 
27-29 in Washiuyum DX. and people from all over the 
conntTV came, the Iasi mlnuie .fames Checks PrcsI- 
den! of ffowanl Ufm'ersity refused /o aiknv the people 
to iLse the Indldings at Howard for the ConvefUi<aL 
Cheek had agreed to rent facilities at Howard to the 
Black Panther Party wiih a $lj)()0 deposit and the 
balance of $7J)00 to be paid later When Cheek received 
the deposit, he wanted all of the money in one payment 
bv Tuesday morning and denied the Panthers the space. 

All Souls Oiunh and Saint Stephens Church were 
used as a last minute substitute, but their facilities were 
inadequate for holding the workshops and larger assem¬ 
bly meeting. The women aistf had a center at Trinin^ 


College, a Catholic Women's Odiegc. where space for 
workshops, meetings, and sleeping was pnwided. 

Women i>f Uberathm News Service in New York City 
went to the amvention unclear about what to expccL 
7'hey returned witit (fuc.stiotis. and the rcalizaikm 
that these tfuesiions arc a long way from being resolved. 
The wcmicn of Rat who went to the convention returned, 
with many of these same questums and confusions. 
Because H’t* vvtw in an anndmperialism work meeting 
Saturday missed mtich of the women's plenary that 
afterncHJfi at Trinity College. Wcntien who have definite 
idea.s about what was happening among women there, 
please write to us. 

The fcdlowhtg discus.m)n focuses on three LNS 
women s experiences at the Convention: 



BARBARA: Friday night on tlie way to St. Stephens 
Churcli we met a lot of niovement people we knew who 
seemed to be wandering a round-they told us that the 
agenda we were looking for wasn’t there. Sure enough, 
when we got there, there wastFt any agenda- so we 
went back to All Souls Church to register. 

SALLY: But when we got there registration had closed 
so we went to eat at a fried chicken place. And at dinner 
we ran into other problems-of white people being in a 
Black community and being very unconscious of that 
while lliey were there. 

Black people lined up behind us to eat. And we were 
sitting at the counter laughing and talking and we didn’t 
even realize that those people were there until we turned 
around and they said, "We've been waiting here for 45 
minutes.” 


off to calling Huey the "Supreme Commander” 
renicmbcved that women had been piomised a lesbian 
speaker at the final meeting in Pinladelphia. and tliat 
tlial speaker had never materialized,Some women fell 
we should not be part of the convention at all, 
should simpiv have a women's conference. Though 
most of us agreed with criticisms of the Panthers, still 
we had come to Washington to help write the 
Revolutionary People’s Constitution and we did want to 
show our support for the Paiidhers Most oi us were plan 
iiing to go to the church the next day as Big Man 
requested and see what could be done to pull the 
weekend together* 

Finally, it was decided that those who wanted to go 
10 the church would and those who wanted to slay at 
the women’s center would do that. Ne.xi morning most 
of us went to St . Stephens church. 


convention and that the Panthers had rejected it the 
night before. But other women felt that the Panthers 
migiit have changed their minds by now, since they 
hadn't been able to get any other building. This was one 
point where if the Panthers had sent someone over to 
talk to us we could have avoided a lot of liassle. But no 
Panthers ever came to the women’s center all weekend. 

BARBARA: But obviously the hostility wasn’t just 
about tactics. Some women who were angry at the 
Panthers for all the reasons they laid out at the Friday 
night meeting didn’t want to mm over the women’s 
center to the Panthers, whether it was a practical action 
or not. And some women who fell committed to 
supporting the Panthers despite their fuckmps weren’t 
willing to Itslcn to anything from these women* even 
perfectly logical reasons why taking the building would¬ 
n’t be cool-mainly, that it was too small. 


KAREN: 1 think it's typical of the situation over the 
weekend that while we were sitting there talking about 
the revolution wc didn't ewen bother to think that there 
was a whole room full of Black people who regularly ate 
there who wanted to sit down and have their meal. Same 
goes for all the trash people threw around the sidewaP 
and lawn^ around the chtircf ne 



BARBARA: Then we walked over to the rally and the 
first nice thing happened. We met some women who told 
us that there were lots of women rapping at the women’s 
center at Trinity College. They told us to go over there. 
At the rally, nothing happened for a long time and then, 
finally, the Panther band, "The Lumpen”, played. We 
started dancing and singing songs and continued to 
wonder when the convention would start. A lot of gay 
women and men danced in a snake dance and shouted, 
"Ho, Ho, Homosexual, the miing class is ineffectual.” 

SALLY: Big Man (New Haven Black Pandier Parly) 
spoke finally and said we were all supposed to go to St. 
Stephens Church at 9 in the morning* He intimated that 
it might be a good idea if some buildings could be 
liberated; he also said we were going to stay in 
Washington as much as five months to have the 
convention. We ail stared at each other in disbelief 
because we knew we weren’t going to do that. The 
implication was that we whites were to liberate Howard, 
a Black school. That would have been political disaster. 

BARBARA: I finally got over to the women’s center 
after the rally. The atmosphere was a cheerful change. 
People were sitting around on sleeping bags, rapping and 
getiing to know each other. Some women were liunging 
around a literature table, and others poured themselves 
cotTee and tea. and made sandwiches in one corner of a 
huge meeting room. It would have been pleasant and 
politically productive as well to have continued the 
evening that way; or perhaps to have broken into small 
random groups to find out where other people were 
coming from. 

liisieud people decided to have a meeting to discuss 
“What to do about the Convention.” 1 knew there was 
going to he trouble. Most of us bitterly remembered 
Huey’s preamble in Philadelphia where he never men- 
tiusied womankind just mankind* Lots of us are turned 


SALLY: Wlien we got there in the morning, there was 
nothing to do-people were just wandering around* 
Black and Brown people were signing up for community 
organizing and leaflctting but it was hard todigu^c out 
how whites were supposed to do that in the middle of a 
Jbek community in a strange town. Notliing else was 
:hedukd until five that afternoon, wher; accordmg to a 
; r — V i d i Tl:.:' a-emed ivind 

rtj.rd U' luj 1 ti/iugjj: cup pi w- he 

wrUing the con sti tut tun. We went back to the wonien s 
center w!\ere people were breaking into workshf^?;. 

KAREN: WT?- 1 got u the women’s center m ibe 
: * tre WvR a '“umher of workshops going on, 

WC; j ;.,i .f women milling around. There seemed 
t» he vjrgjni/ed way to find out who was discussing 
what I finally found Barbara at the imperialism wor¬ 
kshop. 

BARBARA: We were talking about specific actions 
women could take against imperialism which would pull 
out a lot of women and educate people-we had just 
split from a group who were into a more theoretical 
discussion about women and imperialism. People de¬ 
scribed their plans for celebrations around December 20^ 
the loth anniversary of tlie founding of the NLF,and a 
women’s march against imperialism on Internationa 
Women’s Day. 


KAREN: For me, the projects workshop was the best 
moment at the convention. 1 got a sen^ of women all 
around the country who are begimimg to think about 
and plan concrete actions. Jn addition to the tilings that 
Barbara talked about, other people are doing work 
organizing women to go to Ihe Canadian conference in 
March to meet with the Vietnamese women* Some 
women from Chicago have been working on plans for 
day care and medical facilities for women and children* 
Some women from Vermont are working on settingup a 
loan company for women. 

The projects workship was just gathering steam when 
someone came up to our group to announce that there 
was going to be a mass meeting to decide whether or not 
to try and liberate Trinity College and give it to the 
Panthers, On our way downstairs we thought about how 
groovy it would be to liberate Truiity-a ritzy Cathohe 
girls school on a beautiful campus which we had gotten 
only because the priests thought we were all harmless 
middle-class white girls. 

There must liave been close to 1000 women in the 
hall. I have never seen so many women in one pi ace-it 
was an up, visually, to see throngs and throngs o1 us. But 
before most of us got any information at all about the 
feasibility of liberating Trinity, the discussion broke 
down wiih people shouting at each other and not lelling 
each other speak. 

Some women from Trinity tried lo point out that the 
building was too small to hold all the people at the 


SALLY: One depressing thing about the argument at 
Trinity was that so many women viewed it so mudi as 
turning the building over to the Panthers—not to the 
People’s Convention. A Black sister pointed out that 
women tend to view the Pan fixers as the only group of 
third world revolutionaries. And then when we have 
disagreements with the Panthers the tendency is to feel 
At opposite pi'les from the whole third world liberation 
smuggle. 

KAREN: The meeting really brouglit out the political 
splits in our movement, but what was even more 
discouraging in a way was the total chaos and confusion 
and lack of disciphne and organization. People screaming 
at each other, ignoring the chairwomen-it turned 
so many women off* The only way you could preserve 
any sanity was to completely retreat from the discusr 
sion. A whole lot of people left. 1 don’t think our 
movement can survive too many more meetings like 
that. WeVe got to get ourselves together and provide 
structures for organization and leadership, and that’s not 



d male trip-anarchy 
is just as oppressive as 


SALLY: I know for a lot of people like me it was the 
first time wcM been in a national gathering of women* A 
lot of other women from the Midwest were there also, it 
was very discouraging for us that the meeting was so 
bad* The only good thing i can remember from tixat 
meeting was when one girl got up to speak and right itx 
the middle of a political rap she saw a friend across the 
room and she got really excited and stopped in ihe 
middle of her speech and said, "Hello!” Everybody in 
the room just roared laughing because something had 
finally broken the tension. I know that a number of 
women from ihc Midwest were so totally discouraged 
they wanted to leave and not come back. They just 
wanted to go back to their own cities where they had 
organizations built up that tlxey knew and could work 
with, because they fell that it is just impassible to work 
in this kind of si t uation. 

We couln’t even get a resolution passed in support of 
ihe Panthers and other revolutionary people gathered in 
Washington, even though most of the women really did 
want to express their support. If we’d been more 
organized we could have gotten the resolution written 

<lokjT. "Cl 









LINDEN,N.i. Once its 
smokestacks poured oceans of rolling 
black chemical smoke into New Jersey’s 
air, smoke made from the cracking of 
oil that Standard Oil sucks out of 
Venezuela. Now the Bayway Refinery 
(how much of its crude oil fuels B-52s 
over Vietnam and Laos) is a twisted 
square of sliattered metal, charred ve- 
hides and broken, icedover pipelines. 

The explosion December 6 broke 
windows as far as 40 miles away. In 
neigliboring Elizabeth so many windows 
were gone that full-scale looting occu¬ 
pied the police all niglit long. Linden 


itself is a small town about ten miles 
from New York City, tucked inside a 
polluted inlet behind Staten Island, The 
night sky turned to day in the whole 
area as 1000-fuot flames engulfed the 
Humble Oil and Refining Co. plajit 
(Humble is a subsidiary of the Rockefel¬ 
ler-owned Standard Oil of New Jersey, 
which markets ESSO products.) 

Several million dollars damage was 
done to the refinery, one of the corn- 
pan v’s six largest plants. Hundreds of 
thousands of dollars in damage were 
done to homes in the area of the blast. 

The Linden Bay way plant is the kind 
of atrocity that inspires sabotage. But it 
is still a very open question whether the 
blast, wliich injured 38 people, was an 
act of anti-imperialist sabotage, or a 
dangerous accident for which Standard 
Oil is responsible. 




Linden’s Mayor John T, Gregorio 
says, “WeVe definitely thinking along 
the lines that it was sabotage/' Local 
police have so far presented two pieces 
of “evidence" to that effect verified 
reports that a helicopter was flying over 
the refinery just before the explosion, 
and an alleged telephone call to police 
headquarters two hours before. 

According to me pohee, the calier 
warned in a drawling voice that the 
refinery was going to go up, and “ Burn, 
baby, burnT’ The rhetoric of the sup¬ 
posed call, which was said to have ended 
“Get it, pig?" sounds like a line from a 
Grade B movie. Skeptical reporters 
asked the chief if his department has 
received many such calls which would 
be recorded similarly on the headquar¬ 
ters new incoming call recording sys¬ 
tem, “No”, he said, “we actually 
haven t taped any other calls. This new 
system has been in effect for three 
mtmths. 


Dear R AT Collective: 

You have an exempl^y way of pub- 
" llshing critical letters. But I think you’re 
really getting better. The Nov. 17 issue is 
so good, I do agree with some of the 
criticism in Kathryn’s letter, but I think 
you’re dealing with it. Most of the 
articles are so useful, about welfare, the 
rent strike technique, the story^ of the 
struggle at GW High School, This really 
relates to New York, to the community. 
1 really don’t think that articles about 
the Panthers, Lords, or the Quebec 
Libemtion Front should he objected to 
because they aren’t primarily Women’s 
issues.’ Good Lord, we have to know, 
what’s happening behind all the news 
stories, on all the fronts, the media isn’t 
going to tell us. How can women, at the 
very moment of busting out, becoming 
people in the world, instead of limited, 
want to go back in again to some closed 
circle? Sure, we have to stick together, 
but we don’t have to be dumb. One of 
the classic replies of males to a political 
comment by women has been, ‘But, 
darlin, you just know what’s going on in 
the world. You simply don’t understand 
the complexity of the situation.* Which 
means, shut up, you can’t think, just 
cook. 

We have to know as much about 
different struggles as we can, and one of 
the basic ways is obviously through our 
publications. I have a mind and I am not 
going to let that mind, whatever caliber 
it IS, be defined by other women any 
more than men. Why move from one 
form of psychic oppression to another? 

As I say, I really think you’re getting 
better. In Kathryn’s letter, she objects 
to some of your style, which she calls 
‘moralism.’ I would simply call it dreary 
rhetoric, which is a problem ail revolu¬ 
tionaries have always had. I think it’s 
disappearing from your paper, replaced 
by better writing and analysis. One of 
the things I have objected to is the 
repeated phrase ‘the pain, agony and 
despair’ of all women. This is my own 
reaction, which may be an exception, 
but: it brings up a picture of women as 
some sort of eternally suffering creature 
I don’t want to be identified with. I feel 
oppressed by outward conditions, but 
inwardly I can be a spectrum of things, 
which have to do with being happy, 
creative, mean at times, witty at othere, 
and I rcA’C/?/ an implication that my 
whole identity is based on pain, crying, 
agony. It is too w edk*!! It's too narrow. 
Certainly I have respected the individual 
articles which elucidated the difficulty 
of going through a head change, and the 
pain and agony of it. but to use this as a 
repetitious phrase banalizes it and, as I‘ 
say, turns me off more than it turns me 
on. 

Best wishes, 
Ellen 


Formal Tracking begins around the Gth grade 
when the "smart" kids ( who come from homes 
where book learning is a good thing) ■ middle class - 
are separated from the "dumb" kids ( who come 
from homes where there are no books or where read’ 
ing is not encouraged) - poor, working class. In junior 
high the "smart" middle class kids begin to take 
college prep courses while the poor "dumb" kids take 
business or technical courses. This separation 
becomes more obvious in high school when kids 
know that they've been placed in an A-track, C-track, 
or F-track. The major thing that kids in college orien¬ 
ted courses learn is VOCABULARY and understand¬ 
ing written ideas, both of which increases reading 
ccrTpfB/ianwbrr.Learning in the A & 6 tracks is a 
competitive race to see who will get the highest 
grades and SAT scores. 

Everyday experiences in high school are a micro¬ 
cosm (smaller version) of the oppression of women in 
our society. From being tracked , not only are 
women from poorer families convinced that they are 
stupid, but they are aware they are being led into 
their future dull jobs as secretaries and clerks ( by 
their business courses), homemakers (by sewing and 
home economics), and as wives (by being encouraged 
and forced to escape from total boredom, alienation 
and oppression by fantasizing about how great marr¬ 
iage will be). 

High school girls also have to deal with the same 
problems we in the women's movement are facing. 
They concretely experience and understand 
repression (why there is no free speech, press, or ass¬ 
embly and that radical teachers and students will be 
kicked out), power relationships (principal vs. the rest 
of the school, teachers vs. students, boys against 
girls), inadequate health information and services 
(about birth control, v.d., and abortion), and racism 
(how it divides people fighting for the same 
things). 

l\rot only do high school girls identifying with the 
women's movement have to deal with the high 
schools, but also with pressures from their parents, 
with being made fun of by their old girl friends not 
into women's liberation, and with the oppressiveness 
of the women's movement itself. IMAGINE how you 
would feel if you had been kept back in grammar 
school, been in the C, 0, or F track in high school 
and you had been told all your school life in all kinds 
of subtle and obvious ways that you were stupid. 
Then you heard about the ideas of women's libera¬ 
tion and got completely turned on. You then went to 
a women's movement meeting and literally did not 
understand what people were saying. All your old 
inferiority feelings would return. Feeling oppressed 
by other women, like you were oppressed in school, 
you would have to turn away from the women's 
movement in despair. Even though you knew the 
reasons that you didn’t understand what people were, 
saying was their problem, you would be too afraid of 
being put down to ask what the words meant and 
what the ideas were about. 


The helicopter clue dt>esnT sound 
much more conclusive. The craft, silver 
with an orange stripe, was probably an 
innocent passer-by. 1 1 looked “like a 
cargo helicopter,” a witness said. But 
even if the helicopter did do something 
to cause the blast, the question of the 
sabotage being done by radicals is still 
unanswered. Standard Oil says that 
doing a job on a refinery requires some 
very technical knowledge; besides, who 
on our side has a helicopter? 

No acknowledged revolutionary 
group has taken credit for this instance 
of “material damage” to imperialism. A 
New York radio station got a call 
shortly after the blast from a group 
that claimed they had blown up the 
refinery. WINS said the group called 
itself (he United Revolutionary Socialist 
Front. No one has ever heard of it. 

The FBI has already been called into 
the investigation, presumably on the 
assumption that sabotage has been 
done. You can be sure that they’ll come 
up with something or someone; but it 
probably won’t be that (he Standard Oil 
Company had spent 51.49 on a cheap 
safely valve when they could liave 
■eht a better one for S1.98. 


Many women in the present women's liberation 
movement are college educated and have benifitted 
from tracking; they unknowingly intimidate and 
oppress other women. We're not talking about 
rhetoric here • we're ralking about VOCABULARY - 
WORDS LIKE COHESIVENESS, PERPETUATE, 
OVERWHELMING, LEGITIMATE, INEVITABLY, 
DEFINITION, INITIATE AND TENDENCY. By not 
using ordinary words any^ smple dear ideas, many 
women's liberation groups have isolated out women 
who have been tracked and maybe dropped out of 
high school. 

One of-the ways in which people judge each 
other in this society is by how they talk. One can tell 
someone's class and educational background by the 
words they "don't" use and by their "mcorrect" 
grammar. Instead rt breaxiC.g nown these carr'S's, .vs 
are contributing to them. Building a strong 
women's revolutionary movement requires sensitivity 
to where other women are at. Women who use the big 
words and know what they mean should be able to 
express them in ways that are simpler to understand. 
We've got to change our way of talking and writing 
(not only what we say) in order to build a women's 
liberation movement that can relate to and take in 
the experiences of all women. 

POWER to UNVDCABULARIED WOMEN & all 
other sisters 


Alterste U. 1» In 

Tk«c bts l3«ea accelerated by thm 
receai: deg«iier«tlon oE A.O, into 
« crashpad. 

This Vednesdsy, 16^ aC 7 PH, 
msrsthofi Me tings of the coenun- 
tty will sUrt to deal with the 
divisions thst have stopped AiU. 
from Eiinctionlng* 

However^ i self-appointed group^ 
dominated by men^ is trying to 
make this meeting into a 

tribunal at which 4 
women will be accused: 3 of them, 
suspecting thst A.U, money wss 
being misused bed put the money 
Into a special account marked 
"A.U, Catalogue,” are being ac¬ 
cused of stealing and Lyim Lare¬ 
do who has been fighting against 
seaclsm at of class chau¬ 

vinism* These women should not 
have to Justify their right-on 
action in such an oppressive 
framework, this recent develop¬ 
ment makes it highly doubtful 
what will happen to the women's 
demands that were accepted at 
the last cofnmunity meeting* 
(Tuesday and Thursday to be 
WoBMsn's Night) 

Door 3 to be used by women only- 
who take courses at A.U. to 
participate in men's conscious¬ 
ness Eroups. 
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deal with her problems and set up a concrete sys^ietn 
so that we know what to expect, rather than bailing 
out 50 women at once* 

h there any way you plan to gyt imide the House to 
see the women? 

If a woman inside has no relatives En New York, 
then we can be put on her visiting list. This could be 
arranged through letter communication. 

How do you plan to raise the money? 

We plan to sell literature which we ourselves have 
written. We also plan to do a lot of speaking. We also 
plan on using the media and any way we can get the 
word out. We hope that women in the wornen's 
movement will help us do this. 

How will the women be chosen? 

This problem hasn't been decided. A committee 
of women inside the jail possibly can be formed to 
decide who will come out* These women have been 
sentenced and would not be eligible because they are 
serving time. This would avoid competition for the 
bail money and these women could be more 
objective* We do feel that the decision should be 
made by the women in the jail. 

When will the first woman be bailed out? 

Probably within two weeks. 

What wtii happen to the women once they get 
out? Will the Bad Fund continue to relate to the 
women once they get our of prison? 

We have spent considerable time talking about 
this. We would like women to cor^tinue to relate 
to the project* We will encourage them to do so. We 
feel that one thing we do have in this society is the 
struggle* We want to get the women who come out 
interested in the struggle. We felt it necessary to have 
Third World women on the committee to perhaps 
find projects that the women could get involved in 
and that would be relevant to them. As far as 
housing* we are considering the idea of a building 
where the women could all live together, if they 
wanted to. Most of the women do not have families, 
do not have relatives and do not have places to go. 

Do you plan to rap with the women ab(}ut 
revolution? To what ejcteni do you see this as an 
organiiing project'^ 

tHi5 =5 as 

us* Although the women are a w □ reofo p p ri ss i on on 
a gut level, we understand that their consciousness is 
not an articulated one. We feel that the 3: th¬ 

is in the s*'jgg'e 2nd we wcu’if "ea'fy 'Ike the 

get invciveci wiTh rhg- '/'it rrv tC' 

^0. but -o- ^12 a 

you foresee any pr^^rkon. u' iHjthng Jni/ 
addicts' 

We feel that drugs harm women and we are against 
the Use of drugs. However, it is difficult to tell a 
woman to stop. We plan to find women in the 
women's movement who have been addicts 
themselves and who know a lot about drugs and who 
are off drugs now who will stay with these women 
during the first week or so while she is going through 
withdrawal and who would know exactly what's 
going on vvhen a woman really wants to get high and 
who would know how to deal with this. 

Bui the Bail Fund is not into rehabilitating 
women? 

Absolutely not* The problem is not the individual 
woman but the society. We want to emphasize that 
we want women to be in control of their own lives* 
We would not pressure a woman into anything. We 
want to be prepared as much as possible for all the 
possibilities and be prepared to provide for the 
woman's needs once she gets out. ' 
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only worthwhile aspect of the House of 
D, But human relations are not 
tolerated by the pigs, because it is easier 
to control people if they feel less thaii 
human and are not limited. After 
women are forced to live and sleep 
together, they are then punished for 
homosexual relatioiisliips* Even love ^ 
letters between sister.s are strictly 
forbidden: sisters are made to jump 
into the air and spread their legs wide 
apart so that any letters concealed in 
tlie vagina will fall out* Just as on the 
outside where relationships between a 
man and a woman are fucked up due to 
the economic dependency of the 
woman on the man, so loo in prison the 
economic dependency of a sister is 
another factor which works to 
undermine sincere love relationships. 
The guards, too, play the sisters off 
against each other by rewarding some 
and punishing others* crealicig jealousy 
and competition. 

By administering drugs, harassing 
and separating women who form close 
relationships, by keeping women 
economically dependent on cliarity, 
prison handouts, or more privileged 
inmates, the prison system trys to 
suppress any spark of spirit or rebellion 
and to infuse our sisters with feelings of 
despair, insignificance and 
powerlessness, WHAT IS '‘CRIME’' IN 
PRESENT-DAY AMERIKA? 

ALL CRIME IS POLITICAL. It is an 
attack on properly and an attempt to 
redistribute it. Or it is a reaction to 
unbearable oppression. 11 is the 
expression of class antagonisms, not of 
individual ones* 'The state is an 
instrument of the possessing class for its 
proxeciion apinst the non-possessing 
one." fEngels) The possessing class 
r ordc“ t protect itself 

inJ -In pr 

nothing 

VVhrit do they, the few, own?<The 
production plants, the bureaucracy, the 
.. I di^trhuiioti (stores), the 

j:::i f'C waici. the forests, the land. 

wc, the people, own? The 
ur backs: a few possessions 
in ih: house* and our ability lu work* 
Merchandise bought on credit, the 
house or apartment* t!ie car are all 
owned by the bank. The bosses even 
buy our labor power from us and 
determine how it shall be used - what 
we shall do with our bodies and minds 
-each d^. 

And when we cannot gel a job, we 
are forced into “crime'”. Why does 
Amerikan capitalism keep people oul of 
jobs and poor, even wlien there is w'ork 
that dcsperaiely needs doing or when 
everyone could work shorter hours 
instead? Because that wouldn't be as 
profitable. Poor people are necessary to 
the capitalist system: for undesirable, 
non-union, low-paying jobs; as 
strikebreakers; as an excess labor force 
for times of increased production (war); 
ind as women we are doubly necessary 
to the system. Not only do we work at 
jobs, but wff^lriso do free work in the 
form of housework and raising children* 

“CRiME” IS A RESULT OF A 
BASIC CONTRADICTION IN A 
SYSTEM WHICH DOESN'T MEET 
THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE. By 
systematically keeping people poor, 
capitalism prevents them from meeting 
their basic needs in a ‘legar" way* yet it 
then punishes them for meeting them 
‘Illegally’'' - the only way left open id* 
them. 
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Weatherpeople write of a "yoga of alertness, a 
heightened awareness of activities and vibrations 
around us — almost a new set of eyes and ears*" That 
seems to me very much to capture the spirit of the 
new security* We have too long been bound by old 
forms, intense verbal confrontations which tell us 
more about the emotional responses of epople to 
strain than about certain people's connections to the 
Man. 

We need to develop clear techniques of checking 
out background facts, and tailing people. We need to 
be comfortable with those techniques so that we use 
them efficiently. We should be realistic about energy 
allotment We cannot do absolutely those checks on 
everyone; but when we have suspicions we must be 
able to check them out. 


f 

I 
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Many of the people who had boardeu at Weather¬ 
ford's house recalled him going off into his room and 
typing for hours. As we all talked, we discovered too* 
that he had disappeared for weekends (usually to the 
beach, ostensibly to "straighten out" his head) at 
fairly regular monthly intervals. 


I 


When we talked about his politics several of us spoke 
of being confused about how he integrated his object 
tive, social scientist, school thinking ( which included 
belief in people's natural com(>etitveness, avarice and 
agresstveness) with his radical political committment. 
One woman had accused him of being a spy for the 
Young Americans for Freedom, but she had never 
mentioned that to anyone else. 

Weatherford had once admitted, while tripping with a 
man he loved, that he had to do a number of dope 
busts to "pay off" his own. The other man out of 
loyalty to Jack had never told anyone, and when 
Weatherford told nim he was no longer obligated, the 
other man had believed him. 


How might we have caught him? Probably only by 
tailing him to a weekend meeting or an evening 
report. But we would only have done that if we had 
had reason to distrust him, which would only have 
come through greater responsibility to each other and 
our common beliefs than to our friend. 


I 

I 
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My sense is that security ultimately depen^ls on a 



different mindset about each other. That it Is a 
measure of our reponsibility care and concern for one 
another and ourselves that we be outfront about 
doubts and inconsistancies* We must develop ways of 
working through honest misunderstandings collective¬ 
ly. Routine background checks are undoubtedly use¬ 
ful; in Jack's case we might have become suspicious 
from his military or arrest record* 
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Mr. Bennett is a writer 
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WOM«M ARWESTS^-coHT FftOAA t>. 

directed mainly against themselves is a reflection of 


the self-hatred women are made to feel from earliest 
childhood. They are herded into the worst facilities, 
being less likely to "benefit" from attempts at 
rehabilitation, and are segregated from other 
delinquents to prevent contamination. The 
phenomenon of runaways is the outcome of the 
oppressive structure of the nuclear family: children 
are mistreated as parents take out the frustrations of 
this unworkable arrangement on their offspring. To 
regard runaways as criminals is to deny young people 
any chance for freedom and self-determination; it 
insures that anyone who attempts to break out of an 
oppressive institution will be slapped immediately 
into a more overtly repressive one. 

Murder: 


the pillar of the nuclear family is most responsible 
for her frustration, her suffocation, her total lack of 
contact with the outside world. 

Women also kill their children. Sometimes out of 
"cruelty and neglect", a “Jegal category which covers 
up the literal impossibility of raising a child where 
even the parents can't afford to live tike human 
beings. Sometimes they kill the child outright, just 
after its birth, as their only alternative to the birth 
control methods or abortions that are not accessible 
to them. Some women who kill their children do so 
with the righteous feeling that the child has been 
saved from a life of poverty and misery. Others 
simply commit suicide afterwards. 
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When a woman commits murder, the victim is 
almost always her husband (or lover) or her child.] 
These murders are usually not premeditated, but] 
explr^de out of the desperation that comes from! 
monotonous, repetitive, physically and emotionally 1 
exhausting work. She finishes making the children's! 
breakfast and dashes*off to attend to the baby. She I 
rushes back, serves the children, and makes her j 
husband's breakfast. Then there are the dishes, the! 
laundry, the cleaning, the shopping-and the constant* 
drain of having total responsibility for the comfort of [ 
everyone in her family. 

It is no accident that most murders committed by 
women take place in the home, most often in the 
course of a domestic quarrel In the kitchen. The 
woman kills her husband or lover, who in his role as 
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up in :i way that most women wou4d have agreed with^ 
and tliat would have bceji a positive thing we could have 
done as women. 

BARBARA: We failed to do that small thitig becnasc wo 
were so busy arguing and getting mad at the Panthers 
and each other. And of course we totally failed to do the 
necessary work of forging a movement that would be 
able to negoliate with them from a position of strengtft 
so we could all get down to the business of fighting tfie 
real enemy. 

SALLY: We all felt pretty down when we left the 
women's center to go over to the church to hear Huey’s 
speech: He was still talking about “mankind" '"A man is 
less of u man if he can't pick up a gim to defetid himself/ 
or he's not a man at all"; “It's not a matter of Marxism, 
it's a matter of manhood." For him to be so insensitive 
is really bad. even when he does entid/e liimsdf and" 
say well it's a bourgeoise fuck’Up of hts. 

BARBARA: It wa>-/i just Huey about mankind, 

v Ti male upremaev of that event at the 

church. All the guards were men. All the speakers were 
mdi Huey, Michael Tabor and Robert Sdieer. Robert 
Scheer went on a trip to North Korea on which there 
d. e a Tr- tji.nty of women. So why w'^as it Scheer who 
was picked ti rept ^t on the trip * A lot of us would have 
been really interested in hearing from the women. Also 
,il would have been good to liear Panther wxmieu speak. 

SALLY: Another thing we'd gotten the leaflel in tlie 
morning saying the constitution was going to be read. 
Now here was Huey talking about how we couldn't hold 
a con still! lion a I convention in Amerika because we 
hadn't liberated the territory yet. How come the people 
'didn't get to ds^cide that? Wliy did they call the 
conventiou in the first place then? 

KAREN: I ihuughl that it was kind of weird for Huey to 
lay down this lioiirdong abstract rap to people who w'ere 
waiting to be told what the fuck was going on. 1 don't 
feel like I want to comment rigJit now on his theory of 
vast numbers of Lumpen making the revolution, or 
about intercommuiialism. I think a lot of people have 
serious questions about these things. Particuiarly iKe 
“nations don't exist anymore" theory' t wouldiiY like 
to lay that on the Vietnamese or the Palestinians who 
are waging wars of natiimal liberation. But whether we 
agree with them or not, these ideas don't seem to relate 
to the immediate problems of the movement in Amcri- 
ka. And he only briefly mentioned the Panther political 
prisoners, the fact that Bobby and Lrkka miglit die. 

SALLY: After Huey's speech I went back to the 
women's center, but not many women were there. Some 
women just came back and went to sleep, some of us 
talked. The discussion 1 W'as in centered around our 
discontent with Huey’s speech and our experiences at 
Lilts convention. None of us felt dike we had gotten any 
unity or strength from the weekend. 

Sunday morning was better; a few regional meetings 
which had been planned the day before were siill held, 
and ideas and plans for the NLF anniversary on Dec. 20 
were exchanged. Women from New England made plans 
for a January regional meeting (o exchange ideas and 
plans for future projects. The meetings Sunday seemed 
to be the most positive and concrete things that 
happened the whole weekend, yet they had almost no 
connection to the Revolutionary People's Constitutional 
Con veil lion. 
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